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MEETING N0TICE Apri I 22 , 7:00 p. m. Above Bi l'l Pelny's Body Shop

rt Mitchell

0n Saturday, April .l0, 
Don Hodge, Dan Shady and Kem Robertson made

a trip over to visit Mr. Mitchell to talk about his Auto Company Experience
and to see his Keller Car, one of two known to exist. From this neeting
with Mr. Mtichell, we can promise a most entertaining meeting.

l,le urge everyone to attend!

This newsletteris on the Keller Car, and with permission from
Special Interest Autos, we have cop'ied this article. We suggest that
everyone interested in better photo quality to buy this particular
magazine. Mr. Mitchel'l will add to this information and also have a
few corrections to the artic'le.

For a copy write: Mr. Terry Ehrich
Publisher, Special Interest Autos
Box 

.l96

Bennington, Vermont 05201

Ask for September-0ctober .l976, 
Volume #30.

N)?[CE: L976 Roster ean be pieked up at this neeting.
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MARCH 25 MTTTING NOTES

George Hodge opened the meeting and rem'inded everyone about the
Ke1'ler Car talk to be given by I'lr. Mitchell, one of the major owners of
the Keller Car Company.

The 
.l976 Christmas Party was disucssed.

Tour Binders, that the c'lub still has, and are for sale for $2.S0 -
These are good safety measures and promotion for the club.

George reminded everyone that Jim Beaver is in charge of the club
tools (air compressor, paint gun, and small sand blaster) and everyone
should make use of these. Jim is also jn charge of the club name badges.

Carl Berry gave the treasurers report. As of March 25 we have $717..l8.

Kem Robertson asked for pictures and a smal'l write-up on the member's
cars or hobby experiences for the newsletter. (A11 pictures and write ups
wi I I be retu-rned) .

Ben Stevens told the club about the Ft. Lauderdale AACA meet, and it
must have been a nice one.

Bob Thurstone announced the opening of the Newgent Home that was
given to UAH and asked that the c'lub have some cars there for their open
house. Bob is also on the Board for the Huntsville Transportation Museum.

The business meeting was adjourned at Bill Penny's Body Shop and we
all road over to George Fore's Restoration Shop for an informal tour through
the shop and a very good question and answer period with George. George has
quite an impressive shop. If you missed this meeting, you missed a good one.
Very enjoyab'le George, Thank You!

NEhl MEMBERS IN THE CLUB

Noble Collins - 1g}g Franklin Touring Car - an old member returned.
Tom Germani- 

.l927 
Ford Touring -.an old member returned.

Art Galzerono - .l936 
Ford Roadsfer - an old member returned.

Gene Ki ng - 'l 947 Lincol n Cabrol ed'
Harlin Pratt - 1961 Corvette and 

.1957 
Nomad - an o]d member

James Sanders - 1955 Triumph TR2
C. l^l. Huski rs -
Lou Duckwall - .l931 

Ford 4-door Sedan
Lester McAllister - .l917 

Ford Touring and'1935 Ford Z-door Sedan
Dr. Christian - .l966 

Morgan

NEl^l AUTOS:

Ka1 Purushotham - '1940 LaSalle Coupe
Bob tdgeton - 1965 l4arlin
George Hodge - 1940 01ds Convertible
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n thc spring of 1945, the hastening end of World War II
brought chaos and disruption to the San Diego area' Return-
ing serviccmen vied for non-existcnt jobs at dozens of pcace'

ravagc-d contpanies which had made thcir livings from
dcfcnsc contrrcls, At thc giant Consolidatcd Vultce aircraft
plant, lay-otls and short hours replaccd overtime seven day

wc'cks. John Licfeld, a 32-year-olcl former Chrysler engincer
who'd spent the war years at Convair, knew it was only a

mrrter of days before he too would be let go. Anxious to get

back into the automobile business, he began looking for a

new job.
Liefeld's brother introduced him to a strange character he'd

met in a bar, named'S. A. Williams. Williams was basically a
promoter, who had dabbled in dozens of money-making
schemes. In 1945, he was making a handsome living by buy-
ing up poorly-managed restaurants, upgrading them and re-
selling at a profit. Williams thought he saw a rare opportunity
for his talents in the hungry postwar car market, and had
some vague notion of building his own small car.

He agreed to bankroll Liefeld in the production of a proto-
type minicar. They set up a small shop on India Street in San
Diego, where Liefeld and a few friends from Convair began
to construct a simple rear-engine Dodg'em car, powered by
a l6 hp two-cylinder Briggs and Stratton engine. This was
connected to the rear wheels through a rudimentary centri-
fugal clutch and chain arrangement. With. a bulbous fiberglass
body, the whole car weighed less than 600 lbs. Liefeld chris-
lened it the "lron Monster," though officially, it was called
the "Bobbi-Kar" after Williams' son.

It was painfully inade<iuate. Liefeld's group imnrediately
began.work on a successor, this time using a Hercules ZXB,
the venerable 25 hp Four that found its way into rnany a
postwar minicirr prototype. Its dull powerplant and lumpy
body notwithstanding, the Bobbi-Kar did incorporate some
interesting technical features. It used an "X" frame tubular
chassis, suspendcd by B.F. Goodrich's "torsilastic" suspen-
sion. (Very simply, the suspension consisted of a central steel
core encased in a rubber cylinder encased in a steel shell. A
trailing arm was attached to the outside shell, the inner steel
connected to the chassis and the rubber acted as both spring
anC shock irbsorber.)

Automotive lndusrries cornmented, "The power applica-
tion contains several innovations. The engine, flywhcel, clutch
and housing, transmission and differential (all of which were
proprictary pirrts) have becn cornbincd into a single compact
unit. . . surpcnded on three point rubber rnounting$ hetwccn
the side mernhcn <.rf the frame. Propcller shafas cxtcnd from
the riiffcrential to the driving spindlcs of thc rcar whecls. Each
propcllcr shaft har two univcrsal joints, By rcrnoving four
holts from the thngc of each inncr univcrsal joint, and thrce
cngine mount holt\, it is possiblc to rcmovc thc entirc po$/cr
unit from thc autgrrrobilc in a rnatter of minutcs."

Williams now showed hir fantastic salcs uhility. Hc con-
tactcd thc four l,:ntjor nrovic Ncwsrccl rtudios-rfu. nrtrls
markct nrcdia in ttrc prc-'l'V dayr of 1945-and rnonagcd lo

get ncws clips ahout lhc Bobbi-Kar into all forrr. Newspapers
. pickcd lhc slory up as wcll, an<l soon, accor<Jing to l-icfelcl,

pcople from all ovcr lhc world startcd scnding in rnoncy to
buy tlohbi-Kars. On his lawycr's advicc, Williams opcned a
scparals bank accorrnl for thcsc funds, holding them until
such timc as lhcrc wcrc lJobhi-Kars to scll. But the over-
whclming puhlic rcaction spurrcd him to biggcr plans.

Solar Industries, another of San Dicgo's bankrupt defense
contract companies, had a largc plant for sale. Williams
bought it late in 1945 f or $80,000, and installed Liefeld and
staff in a small corner. Huge ncw signs plastered the out-
side, howcver, taking full advantage of Bobbi-Kar's impres-
sive new home. But it wasn't big enough for Williams.
Consolidated Vultee plant $2-the very building Liefeld and
his friends had worked in throughout the war-was now Iying
empty. Williams leased it through the War Assets Administra-
tion and moved his still-tiny group into the administrative
ofljces of the huge aircraft complex. Liefeld remembers in
amazement that less than a year after he'd labored at Convair
as merely one of hundreds of young engineers, he was back in
the same building, installed in what had been the office of

' Major Fleet, the owner of Consolidated Vultee.
Leftover machinery lined the Convair plant, so Liefeld was

instructed to make it look as if Bobbi-Kar was preparing to
use it in the production of their new car. With this impressive
establishment behind him, Williams started selling franchises

..for future "kars" to eager would-be dealers. His lawyer ad-
vised him that since the Bobbi-Kar agreement clearly speci-fied
that the franchise earned dealers the right to handle kars oniy
"if and when" such kars were built, Williams had every right
to be selling them. Some 800 investors tqok the plunge.

The California Commissioner of Corporations was not as

sanguine as Williams' lawyer. Soon the SEC was also on his
trail, greatly interested in his announced intention of selling
unregistered stock. In the ensuing investigation, it was re-
vealed that Williams had previously served prison time on
another swindle. His operations in California were virtually
shut down. Undaunted, Williams attempted to form another
corporation under the lenient Delaware laws, but was unable
to obtain a needed clearance from the State of California. Had

' 'this gone through, he intended to float a $S.S-million stock
issue. As it was, Bobbi-Kar was stuck between its creditors

, and the SEC.
Around the same time, in February, 1946, George Keller

showed up in Liefeld's office. Keller was then in his nrid-
Fifties, a veteran of 28 years at Studebaker in South Bcnc.
Vice-prcsidcnt of Sales. he had clashed wilh managcr Ken
Eliot ovcr the question of distribution, nnd lcft the company.
Ted Zenzingcr, Kcller's assistant at Studcbakcr, sa)'s "Kcllcr
was known as 'Big Ceorge.' Hc was extremely honest. and
known throughout thc industry as a dynamic salcsnran." Gcnc
Hardig, the chief of Studebakcr cngineering at the sanre timc,
remembers Keller as "very well thought of at Studebaker,
well liked and an aggrcssive salesman."

Keller had stalked out of Studebaker with not much more



L

Th€ Kell€r tc"i-n:front row; sales v-p R. C, Gross, Goorgo Koller,
oioductron head J. D. Fisher, englnoerlng v-p John Llofold,..
beck row; secretary Billy D. Mitchell, unknown head of f ranchise
ssles, atlorney l-larold Feigan, oxecutivo v-p Hubert Mitchell.

th:rn an inrprcssive list of contacts in the automobile industry
end thc shirt on his back. When he came to visit Liefeld, he

w,as working cs a salcsman in his fathcr-in-law's San Diego
Buick agcncy. Ever since the late Thirties, however, I(eller
had becn thinking about forming his own car company, and
hed often drscusscd with Zenzinger what he called "the ideal
car for the poor man." His rationale was simple. The big car
r:'rakers controlled the major markct areas, but none was in-
tercstcd in trying to produce a really inexpensive car that was

no more than basic transportation. Said Keller, "When you're
bucking Dctroit, you're bucking a stone wall." He dreamed of
tunnelling unilcr it at the low-price end.

Liefcld hired Keller as an advisor. Almost the same week,
Williams ict drop a news story that was picked up by nnany

papers. Bobbi-Kar, he said, was looking for a new locale
where thcy could build cars withotrt interference. The tsir-
minghanr, Alabama Chamber of Comnrerce was trying to find
industries to replace the now-closed Huntsville Arsenal and
Bechtel-\'lcConc Aircraft Corporation, which tretween them
h:d furloughed thousands of Northcrn Alabama workers. A
represen:ativc flew out to talk to Williams, and Williams then
flew ba.ck to Alabarna. Within the week, Liefeld received a

telegram which siiid simply, "Put everything on a flat car."
George Kcllcr hercl now begun to chalienge Williams for

cootrol of the company. Keller later wrotc that "the investi-
gaiion oi the .4labama facilities was rnade quickly-ovcrrri3ht
as it were-:rnd an immcdiate decision was made to move

everything to tsirmingh:rnr. Williams reported back to thc San

Diego newspapcrs that he was nrirking the nrovc because he

haC loc:rted bclter plant proPetty, and besides, it was easier to

The first wagon was also technically a Bobbi-Kar, notice the
srnooth tront styling and grille hidden behind bumpor.
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Ths llrst real Bobbi'Kar leaot tho "iron monstsr," a rnuch
smallor Brlggs and Stratton-poweted prclalyge from 1t45.

sell stock in Alclbama than in Califorsia. rr-othing couid be

more absurd. Except that V/illiams, without any aulonobile
experience, could determine whether or not the iltci::l-
McCone buildings were suilable for the production of 9obbi-
Kars but since Williams was the sole oviner, cthe;
employees were powerless !o do anything but rnove accori:lg
to his wishes, riglit or wrong."

Willianrs' prison record followed him to Alabarr';, ar-C l"-t

was told that he could never be a director or oficer of ar;"

Alabama corporati,on. By now, in adciition to Kelier, I i;:c-l.j
anci his handf ul of former Consolidated Vultee engineers rvl:c

hacl bcen with thc company right along were rc*Jy fo; a

change. According to Keller, "There wcie a lot of otncr ::l;n-
bers of this organization besides Williams who hed given

frecly of their timc and efforr for v.'ry little financ,ial 3':in, anil

who were nrorc responsible for the protiuct than Wiliial:s-
who was ncithcr an engineer nor a dcsigner . . . nor docs he

have any background of autonrotive experience."
Kellcr and his Bobbi-Kar mutineers wcre ready tc join up

with anyone who couid pay thc lreight until Bobbi-Kiir p:c"'

duction could begin. On Scptcntber 13, l9'i6, BobbiKrr cf
Alabanra was establishcd. The entirc Caliiornia con:p:rr;"s
asscts were transferrcd to thc ncw corporl](ion, in ;'l;h-:-'r-
for capital stock. The two Ilobbi-Klr conrpanics bclrvc"-n i 9+i
antl 1947 , collccte rl sonrc $291,6?7.50 for cleelei i::rl;hi:';:.
$l?6,599.50 as loans fronr prc,spcctive tlistrinulors anC cus'

tonrcr clcsposits totllling 538,115.00. Accor.liirg io I l;icr
stock prospcctus, "a// thr:sc fun.ls u'crc c\pcndcd it ;a,,::l;;-
tion wiih the devctopnrcirt and pron)olion of an aiiioit',or;lc
and a dcalcr organizali.ln.

Tho first Keller rvas a reworked Bobbl'Kar ccnvtrrtibie; ii v.'es s
luxurtous Supe r Chici. f'ic siandarC Ghiefs v;ere ever D'Ji;t'
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!.!'! ir i-,-::;;,.t.\ , i):i i lr:)' li" ; $-17" ti:c l)ix;c i: o1*r C;li i-'*:,:'ir:';,-
i:.':: rr.,:' ;.'.;;',.:;ii tir !ekc (,\1,cf ti!d ii.!,sct: (]f "-."'- -i,"'r i{:.'
q-ii:.iiilii ;ti ;;irl: .ll:\l ;: i)roiiri:rrJ to fit), iiiick -{irc $-1o.5iiii rc-
ij,\ ;\: ; Lr:' d";5ii)rrici (lcl.r\itc ilil ilc\,cf-{lciilci'c"l 0(}i,iiri-Kll*.
li.r.i.ti t:tc cliil1\-1r:iic ufiiccrs i'li thc tlr'iJ cui.lii-1ttni;:. ..:r'., ii;;

' ' '" '':'..i ir. lr': :l-';,1.r ,'::. ". ",
-. 

i".,' 1';';l'.;:; r;li l',;l:i;:"1 i.:i:; ',:.:!t.)!'ii ra:;i, ::i:i:. . l'liicj:cli,
t',',.,;.rtJi-i;;.:i;l iri',tLl il.i;li;ii;, Ai.!i)lriiil:;vt:)i:j.:.1:.-;:.i t9
C:,,:;:i ::rl.',.-:.,::.';:.:l ef:-.eri!:ii'.r .it \"t;:iitrrtiS" ;i:. , i:,r1', i:,; i;i::ii
.. ,,:......,1 -.,.:.;.i;.;i.:i'i\,: .'..:1..::C\!'...it::V;l-,:;.,.re:i;u.Cl;
sJr:ii ;: iJ:-ri ::ilile. o::ly phui(rSf;liri:S. Fie iatCr r.rn CVCrylhing
il.r,^: "'.i;',:"ri:-i(;\.,.'t:i:p-:;i :s.r toril:i.:f clii.j, i. liiii^.; cti ;:";cr;;
li"J".:ri} 1c ir iirc;:ric.rl a;r:ncy. in titc lai* Thirtics, irc cii:ir:':;d
is "'r-:',: ic,.;ni thc auilaw.)csse ianrcs in prisci:, ol;ilii.:cci liis
r.iJ-ir. i:iij booi(ed thc 9O-year-clii Ccspcraclo into ;.1 sIrli:3 ,lf
D;rp Si.ilth {iii$ cirsuii th*eii*s. .4i tne lir-;:c i:c icrl'.;irc; li:;,;
i;',',::-r.:il', lc olci;ttcd thc woriri's l::rgcsi ti,c;t;jl:*. r,u'rjrry
hc;;s.' -.:rl - iiiiri; ;;.:rn;!u;-c fac!ory hc'o itou.lht for ihc v;*i.

Ii rv;s rile fr.rrniture factory that got hinr iiricic:lrd ir, ul.-".
.:,cc;r;i;r; tr-, ."'iiict::cli, "I'd been nraking sears arici upiiois:e iy
for l13ri aircraft, During ihc lvar, the govcrnnrcni re(}tjl:-
t:+ncd :rli civilian planes and converted thcnr iof rr,ili:;:r.., ;.lr,u,

Ti.*;' tr:rrv riway the origirral seats, and tr j:;:cl ec::t:lc,"l :,1'

r;.i,j rcplace:-!"!cnts in nry old factcry. Thc n:anr"rf;;t.,.-;:'r, ;;
li:c Cic.:e Swiiincr lighr ;ircriti, for exalnpie, had $i0fi,r,i;u
\4'oiih oi setts oli ordcr when the war endcd. They went out of
busincss jn 1946, and I was sruck with the seats. I was looking
arouril ior sornething else to do wirh them."

Ili.tcneii had ninety empioyees and a 40,000 square foot
f;:i-1^-'r'. .i;:i-; or r tip frc':ri ii:e Char::bcr of C*nlr:reicc, he
*'cni icr'n Ir rhe Se.chtel-llCcCone piant :hai Bobbi-Kar had
t:r":*n over and spoke to George Keiier. At that point, Keller,
with air:csi no funds, some 40 employees and an absurdly
lerge ?-i5,CiC square foot aircraft factory, was trying to hold
thiegs togctircr iong enough to attract investors.

"y'.i fiisi," says l"{itchell, "l was only interested in their car
as a place io seil my surplus seats, but Ceorge showed me how"..
easiiy I could buy the whole thing. These people were dcspcr-

Bcbb!-Kars becamo Kellere with ths eddition of a new chroms
grii;e, rninor trim changas and a two-tono palnt job. .; ..

;*-ri;*""- lr \-, :

,-. " "'''" " - " ;'-;'r""+i-.'"r;.,:ld**' _'L):*:'

.i"::crrilil;1 irr tlis llir: T<'r';: i,lr::f|;rl-;i:1. "'i nc ll,c:t,;r ,,:l::.

", 
1;.: :,:i jrj tr;:,1.t: ;'t:i-l;rrj::;i \r:i;i;{j lli:tn m;1n1 C;a., ..... 

,

; ;." lv.'.c; i,, .1,.ic!:. ;;i:r ra,c ;l:.,'::'c0rrp;rrrl' ii:ccs ;'.:,

iti,: ii:::J.;.rir,':; ii.;,1 ;l:.:1,:li, i-::.;,: r,i L(]r;:?tt;'liOii il'! i;:;; .,

rr':cl;ric irris!r:es.": i:, I vcry urihc:lr;ry cr.rncl;tion for thc cci.
i:;i-xiiiei. An<i I cis rr:can'hiih prices.' "

A:; usiral, Urrcle Tcm hit it ri3ht on the he:,d. i-lc.;".:-,
i:.-i.i' lJli::i., ;*; ,:. i:t.i:.;.::ic *:|i,,',t+'o tA;]j;c:. ; ..'

"at:ltii'ii i.r:,c Ji i,i-,ljirlary pri"is rras onc oi l;ri silt:;-.
,,. 'v,'s iirl cil::.j rl;:!:c. -iom 

s:.ir.: ali l;e pir;'s \^crc;'1;: -

'' -i - . "r'..-.' -... ::-'. ..i:.
::rLr i*.-'--; i.rr-- -i.:-'.1 j i.-;-.;..,-::,,'.:; li.,ui*.ui ii.-,..:
, .. l:.'. ,-_' ^-^.:.., ".l.,u /,.rlvrJ (..v i-.;,- u.' u: (. 7.! ,.

,.).ir,''i ,:',:s," ].icC;,l",iii rrid, "ior ju:;1 ;.bo;i *vcl.'i:i.ii; .."'
.,':.i ....-i.,"

l,.il :icllcr c-i.-ipr,;:nts wcre frr:m n:ajcr i:':Cr:.;ii-r r.,,:: .

liicls-R.oss stcei'ing. \i'.i;;nci b:'akes, C-ii.r ciirLir::":".
Continental engine. f i,r economy of s,uch a plirr u;s i..
vitrus. Says -ic;hl Liei*ii, ":l:e Coor rnechanisms r.'oi:i ,

leve rcqui:ed "{1.S-rni;iion in tooiin;. Urirg p;:ls ::i:
Ci:rysler, they ccst $1.50 each." l}e l:s:;i ltlr-..r-.,.. ..
parts inciuceJ cveryli::nt i;ght dow"n to boc."- hard;*l.rs,
:c$iilificnts ai-;ci suslension paris. Tne oniy thi::gs it;.i:;
rnaie were the rvoocien wagon boiics an,J th* sca:.s, lrJ::
the bociy stampings*pounieC cut oii Kirksitc i:es*u-.-.:
iniendcd to be suppiicci fron nr:i.rilc,

Aside fronr being econon-:;c::j, i;i; aggrcgate niclrcci . .'

itolsiruction also ei::;ure,j tnat aii Kciici pals r"\..-J ,..:..
proven. Some 230,000 miles of testing w€fe covc-r*C i-'
p;lot modcis hancJbuilt in Huntsviiic. and the only chair;:.:':
*r*dc wcrc to largcr, nlorc ava:i::i;ic -5.50x15 iircs in ri.:,i:
,-:i' lhc original 6.00x I ?s. Evcn thc sonictinrcs tcnrfe r::r'i:.:',-
i;ri Ciir:lilcnl:rl cngincs 1l)oi;lri-Kars usc.i lici.'ulr'r. i::ri llrr"r..
r,r.crc urric jii.blc1 gave pcrfcci servicc. Hutrcrt Ilitchcii i^,::.r

r';:-ii,,)\'*i l5ij,'i:1"'.1 :",'::l;:r i:l ::;:, l'::-,...i;:.:'.': rr...1i:i';-:,:,
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Co nt insr:tal-p o\il e t e d ch a:ci s w€ ro aesc ir, b !'c d e nlii'.ii' f r. r?' ? ! 3'
priotary parts, only tho frarnc ra:j: ';,'ere Keiicr-5uili.

inciuded. I loaned them money un:il w': siafied selii:,3 r:c:ir."
Early in i948, Miichell ar:d Keiier took the siat,or ":Li'::

a roadsiei anci the rear-engine to New York. They i.r-:r. :."i
lobby oi the Pennsylvania Hotel, and distr,ibuted a b::r"'-: ;f
press releases and brochures Irrepare d by an aCi';:::':i: -r

ag€ncy run by fiiends of Keller's in New York' Said Ei:icha::ar

& Con,pany, "The Keiicr is Arner;ca's most nced€d c:i'.". ,"^'.:'

performance and pr!ce." The copy tl':cn Cu'eiled oi, ;;;:.;
itellcr's 28 successiul years in the automobiie induslr;r, nlk-
ing hinr out to be Walter Cnrysler, Chariie Nash rl: l:."
Dodge Brothers ali in one. The flamboyant co?y was aii in :ie
service of cirr.rrnming up interest in the "new" car, ar': re:u!-

tant sale of dealer franchises. in rrany way's, it was BclliKa;
of California aii ovcr agein.

Thc times were still ripe for that sort of scheme. D':iioil
wasn't taking any rtew dcalersh,p: i:: 19-iE, since t::s i-;l --:."
couldn't kcep tl'reir c!rrrcnt Ccalcrs sLrpplicd. Ilut not c::lr'r'trc
thcre legions of peoplc ready to pay inllatcd postr.*r 1::-c.
for new cars, thcrc were hundrccis too, wllh :',lol'.e" s*"--
througbout thc war, rcady to enter th. autot:lobi:c b:i"iress.

To these pcoplc, cven thc unassun'ring littlc Keller ioeric; i;l';
the tickct of adnrission to thc Bi3 Timr-'.

Deater {ranchise agreernent was simple, Doalership appiication lvas not too inquisi- Kollor Cisclaimcr'was the lcr'gc:t i:.i' cl

traded right to handlo cars for cash, tive, askeO tii only baelcs. Githor lornr. r^rilhneld any liib:i"-"'

I

t
Sci;i.;diiveru end C-clamps were enough to bulld station vJagon
!':c,ri in ':1";s huge huntsviile plant. Somo 16 werc finishsci.

arc. Ti.:ry iidn't even have the money to lcave Alibrma. I had
to liisdi:rili, ioan Kcller mcncy to /lvc on. Thesc peoplc vrere
inlcccnr viciiir.:s. They rvere car people, and they were inter-
cs:r-.I in s:aying in the industry thcy'd been raiscd in. When
Bcrbbi-Krr Ccclared bankruptcy, I decided to hclp.

.'Kcilcr ri'anl*d to call it rhe Mitchell Motor Corporatlon.
'Heli,' I said, 'You're the man. We'll use your name.' Dixie
llotor Car was only an interim thing, and we quickly sold out
to the ncw Keiler Motors Corporition. The Bobbi-I(ar had
had sonrc bi,.i publicity with potential stockholders, so we
thought ivc'd bcltel change the name."

Keller l\iotors was incorpcrated in Delaware on November
75, 1917. Keller was the president, Mitchell execulive vice-
president. They controlled a majority of the stock. Keller
-\{otors acquired (for $90,000) the assets of Dixie Motor Car,
rvhich included the 25 hp proiotype Bobbi-Kar that Liefeld
had ccnstructcd long ago in San Dicgo, a second roadster and
a moi€ convcntional front-cngine woodie station wagon, pow-
ere<l by a .i9 hp Continental powerplant. There were also two
chessis, onc front-engine, one rear. Mitchell dcterrnined to get
thc compeny rolling as quickly as possible, for as he says,
"During that time I was subsidizing the whole crew, Keller
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$ln. lrr l(){(r rvltcrt Kcllcr joirrc'tl lhc.tn,

cvr'n ls lutc tts l9{7 lrrrl '4tl rvhilc tltcy
ilithr,'rerl wrlh thc Sll(', thc horrrcly lilllc
\\'lErrn lrurlt of prttltricllt'y plrrls trtight
h;rvc strltl long ilntl wcll crrorlg,h lo gct

ttrcrtt sturlcrl in lhc c:rr bttsincss. ltr tlrosc

)('lr\ lllc c(!rllPCli()n was still sclling prc'
wrr r.lcsigtrs, antt lhc itssctlrtrly lincs coukl
not nlovr' flst cnough to fill thc clcltrand.

But by 1949, rcll postw[r conrpctition
' h:rd nppx:rrctl. and lltc Kcllcr slood rc'
vcllcd ns an ungaitrly littlc anachronism,
hopclcssly outnlodcd.

Thc KclL'r organizntion was ncvcr too
strons. Thcy had fcrv expcricnced car
pcr..rplc. They had no futurc plans. Thcy

: had a wcak dcalcr nctwork, largcly com'
posctl of amateur spcculators hoping to
turn a quick buck in the car-hungry post-

war pcriod. And too, the Keller staff
foolishly acted like nouveau riche heirs,

riding in corporate Cadillacs and Buic.ks,

crisscrossing the country to attend ex'
pensive openings, maintaining hundreds

of employees in three different locations

-all to produce l8 prototypes of a car

that had been mostly designed before
Keller Motors, per se, existed. Although
they had taken in nearly $2-million in
dealer franchise fees, Kellcr went under
with'little more than $10,000 in the cof-
fers. Indeed, finances wcre so tight that
at the end, the Hotel Buckingham in New
York was force{ to sell off a station
wagon prototype that had been displayed
in its lobby in order to cover Keller'g
outstanding bills.

If anything was wrong with Keller
Motors, it was an all-too-familiar combi'
nation of inexperience, poor timing and

overambition. Keller was certainly no

different from many others who ached

to build their own automotive empires in
the fair spring days that followed close

behind the cold years of war. Indeed,

- George Keller had more hoPe of ac-

complishing his goal than most, though
he was never in the same league with
Henry Kaiser and Joe Frazer, and they

too were unsucccssful. But Keller could
not lcad his incpt confcderates to suc-

ccss merely by strength of will. And
r.vithout him, it seems, they were nothing.
Perhaps indeed, the stockbrokcrs' assess'

ment was right after all"'Le Patron Qsl

. mort, la voiturc est morle aussi."oQ

Our lhanks n GarY Greanbaum, GarY,

Iad.; lohn S. Liefeld, Van Nuys, Calil.;
Peter Mslotl, BourbonnEi*, Ill.;
Andrew Pappas, Shr*vcPort, La. and
Leonard Pralt, Earltop, Ia. Our l,Pmlsl

thanks ro H ubqt M trchell, II anscllc' ,/'ls,

Speclahlnlereet Autor Numbor 30
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1948 KELLER SUPER CHIEF

STATION WAGON

Price when new:812,{5.00 lob Huntsvllle, Alabama
Gurrenl vsluatlon: Excdllent; $3000.00 Good; 92000.0O

ENGINE

Type

Bore and stroke
Displacement
Mar bhp 6r rpm
Max. lorque G) rpm
Compression ratlo
lnduction system
Exhausl system
Electrical system

TRANSiltSStON

Body conslruc0on Wood and sleel
Body etyle Four-door, $passenger fronlenglne, rcar.

wheel-drlve Statlon Wagon

susPEt{8loL
lnline-4, L-head, watercooled, cot lron
block and head, 3 maln bearlngr
3.435 x 4.375|n.
162.0 cu. ln.
58 @ 3600
90 @ 2000
7.0:1
1 -bbl. Carter downdralt carburelor
Cast lron manllold, elngle exhaust
Svoll, 100 amphourbattery, coll

Front

Rear

Tlres
Wheels

lnd. slngle traillng arms, B. F. Gooddcn
"Torsilasllc" Bprlngs
Rigid axle, ssml-€lllptlc leal rprlngr, lubu
lar hydrsullc shock abcorberr
5.50 x't5,.4 ply
5.0 x 15, rtampcd rt6ol, 5.Dolt

WEIGHTS ANO HEASURES

Type
Ratios

&speed manual, column ehltt
lsl.'2.60 2nd: 1.63 3rd: l.fil 8ev.,3.50

Wheelbase 92.0 ln.
Overall length 167.0 ln.
Overall height 60.0 ln.
Overall wldth 63.5 ln.
Front tread 50.0 ln.
Rear tread 50.0 ln.
Ground clearance 8.5 ln.
Dry welght 2250.0 tbl.

DIFFERENTIAL

Type
Ratlo
Drlve axlec

Hypold llnal ddvt
4.10:1
Seml-lloatlng CAPACITIES

STEERINO
Crankcase
Coollng syslom
Fuel tank

4.0 qts.
10.0 qle.
14.0 gal.Typo

Tumr lock lo lock
Ratio
Turn clrclc

Cem and levcr
4,0
17.5:1
30.0 feet

PERFORMANCE

8RAKE8

Wagner four-whecl, hydreullcally.oparetod
cagl lron drumr
0.0 ln.
220.3 rg. ln.

Acceleratlon:
0-30 mph S.B rsc.
0-10 mph 11.0 sec.
O-50 mph t7.8 soc.
0-6o nph 25.4 aec.
0-70 mph 34.3 eec.

Standlng Yrfllls
Top apeed

Ttpc

0lsmstor
Unlng rroe 24.2 rec. e|68.8 mph

76 mph
clrA88r8 AfiD BODY

Frlm
Clty drlvlng 2&25 mpg
HlghwrydrMng t7-29 mpe

Channal rocllon rleel, doublc dmp rldc
rel|n, 2 omlr malbrra rnd oanlnl 0X'
nambct

FUEL CONSUI'PTION
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