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MEETING NOTICE April 22, 7:00 Above Bill Penny's Body Sho

Keller Car Presentation by Hurbert Mitchell

0n Saturday, April 10, Don Hodge, Dan Shady and Kem Robertson made
a trip over to visit Mr. Mitchell to talk about his Auto Company Experience
and to see his Keller Car, one of two known to exist. From this neeting
with Mr. Mtiche'l I , we can promise a most entertaining meeting.

l.le urge everyone to attend !

This newsletter is on the Kellen Car, and with permission from
Special Interest Autos, w€ have copied this article. We suggest that
everyone i nteres ted t'n better photo qual i ty to buy thi s parti cul ar
magazine. Mr, Mitche'l I wil] add to this information and also have a
few comecti ons to the arti cl e "

For a copy wrr'te : Mr. Terry Eh ri ch
Publ i sher, Speci al Interest Autos
Box 

.196

Bennington, Vermont 05201

Ask for September-0ctober .I976, 
Volume #30.

fie SaL€

4-U, tuFE .t ElLs]f'rirf* Fx HoocLT lttto- &a.Eot*rsat)

couunBrA kren Rerc,Euo \e.s:. '*,.2;#o%'%ln*:ffoB .An, Taer.
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N)TfCE: L976 Roster ean be pieked up at this meeting.

c,

(o

o-



I'lARCH 25 MTETING NOTES

George Hodge opened the meeting and reminded everyone about the
Kel I er Car tal k to be gi ven by Mr. Mi tchel'l , one of the major owners of
the Keller Car Company.

The 1976 Christmas Party was disucssed.

Tour Binders, that the club still has, and are for sale for $2.50
These are good safety measures and promotion.for the club.

George reminded everyone that Jim Beaver is in charge of the club
tools (air compressor, paint gur, and small sand blaster) and everyone
shouJd make use of these. Jim is also in charge of the club name badges.

Carl Berry gave the treasurers feport. As of March 25 we have $717,18.

Kem Robertson asked for pictures and a small write-up on the member's
cars or hobby experiences for the newsletter. (A11 pictures and write ups
will be returned).

Ben Stevens told the club about the Ft. Lauderdale AACA meet, and it
must have been a nice one.

Bob Thurstone announced the opening of the Newgent Home that was
given to UAH and asked that the club have some cars there for their open
house. Bob is also on the Board for the Huntsville Transportation Museum.

The business meeting was adjourned at Bill Penny's Body Shop and we
all road over to George Fore's Restoration Shop for an informal tour through
the shop and a very good question and answer period with George. George has
quite an impress'ive shop. If you missed this meeting, you missed a good one.
Very enjoyab'le George, Thank You!

NEt^l MEMBERS IN THE CLUB:

Noble Collins lg1g Franklin Touring Car an old member returned.
Tom German 1927 Ford Touring an old member returned.
Art Galzerono .1936 

Ford Roadster an old mernber returned.
Gene Ki ng 1947 L'incol n Cabrol et
Harl in Pratt 196.I Corvette and 

.1957 Nomad an o'l d member
James Sanders 1955 Triumph TRz
C. l,l. Huski rs
Lou Duckwall l93l Ford 4-door Sedan
Lester McAllister 1917 Ford Touring and 1935 Ford 2-door Sedan
Dr. Chri st'ian

N EI^I AUTOS :

Kal Purushotham - '1940 LaSa'l le Coupe
Bob tdgeton 1965 l'la rl i n
George Hodge - 1940 0lds Convertible
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-i- n the spring of i 945, the hastening end of World trVar II
broughl chros anC disruption to the San Diego area. Rcturn'
ing st-'n,icemen vied for non-existent jobs at dozens of peace-

ravegcd ccmpinies which had made their livings from
rjcfr-.nse contrtcts. At thc giant Consolidated Vultee aircraft
pirnt, lay-ofTs and short hours replaced overtime seven day

i'ccks. .lohn Licfctcl, a 32-ycar-old former Chrysler engineer

r,r'ho'd spcnt thr' w3r years at Convair, knew it was only a
nrilucr of da1's br-'fore he too would be let go. Anxious to get

beck into thc automobile business, he began looking for a

nerv job.
Liefeld's brothcr introduced him to a strange character he'd

mct in a bar, narned'S. A. Williams. Williams was basically a

promotr'r, who had dabbled in dozens of money-nraking
schemes. In l9-15, he was making a handsome living by buy-
ing up poorly-managed restaurants, upgrading thenr and re-
sclling at a profit. Williams thought he saw a rare opportunity
for his talents in the hungry postwar car market, and had
sonre vague notion of building his own small car.

He agreed to bankroll Liefeld in the production of a proto-
type minicar. They set up a small shop on India Street in San
Diego, where Liefeld and a few friends from Convair began
to construct a simple rear-engine Dodg'ern car, powered by
a I6 hp two-cylinder Briggs and Stratton engine. This was
connected to the rear wheels through a rudimentary centri-
fugal clutch and chain arrangement. With a bulbous fiberglass
body, the whole car weighed less than 600 lbs. Liefeld chris-
tened it the "lron Monster," though offficially, it was called
the "Bobbi-Kar" after Williams' son.

It was parinfully inadequate. Liefeld's group imnrediately
began.work on a successor, this time using a Hercules ZXB,
the venerable 25 hp Four that found its way into many a
postwar rninicar prototype. Its dull powerplant and lumpy
body notwithstanding, the Bobbi-Kar did incorporate some
interesting technical features. It used an "X" frame tubular
chassis, suspended by B.F. Coodrich's "torsilastic" suspen-
sion. (Very sirnply, the suspension consisted of a central steel
core encased in a rubber cylinder encased in a steel shell. A
trailing arrn was attached to the outside shell, the inner steel
connected to lhc chassis and the rubber acted as both spring
and shock absorl-rer.)

Automotive lndu:itries commented, "The power applica-
tion contains sevcral innovations. The engine, flywhecl, clutch
and housing, transrnission and diffcrential (all of which were

?ra?r'.ii*;'i, i...':.,7 hirvc bcsn ccrnbincd into a singlu coniptct
i,nit . )*\lcr..jecj iln ihrse point rul:h*l nlsilniingr hst',rrJcn
;.i;* :ic; ir,Lir,i,(r\ i.,f tirc iran:e. llrcipc!ier sitaft.s cxi"'rid fralri
thc iilicrc;'.ii:rj {o iirc iriving rpinc!!cr.:f tirc i'gai rvh*eil. ij;l'il
prupc;.,,r ri;ili r.;i\ two universil ;oirrts. iiy ru:l'lovir:; fouf
blll,.:;c;;; (iic i,-iigc &f each innsr univurs;! joilrl, ariil {hrcc
cn;;nu firi;r;ftt iir.i,ilr, it ir pr.rssible tc) teril$vs tiic ijiiiif,j pswdf
un!i frorn the iuiulnohilc in a rnattcr ol' minutcs."

Williams ,row slrowcd hir fantlstic salcs ability. Hc con.
lactcd thc frrur llrajur nrovic Ncwsrscl slurlios-r/lc nlllis
marlr.et nrcdit irr tlr$ prc-'l'V duyr of 1945-and mtnagcd to

gct ncws clips about thc lJobbi-Kar into all four. Newspapers
. pickctl thc story up as wcll, ancl soon, according to l-icfclC,

pcoplc from all over the worlcl startcd senc.ling in moncy io
buy llohhi-Kars. On his lawycr's advicc, Williams opcnerJ a

scparatc bank account for lhcsc funds, holding then u;-iiil
such time as thcrc wcrc lJobbi-K;rrs to sell. But the over-
whclming public rcaction spurrcd him to biggcr plans.

Solar Industrics, another of San Diego's hankrupt defcn:,e
contract companics, had a large plant for sale. Willianrs
bought it late in 1945 for $80,000, and installed I-icfeid an,l
staff in a small corner. Huge ncw signs plastered thc out-
sicle, howcver, taking full advantagc of Bobbi-Kar's impre:,-
sivc new home. But it wasn't big enough for Williams.
Consolid;rted Vultce plant #2-the very building Liefcld anC

his friends had worked in throughout thc war-was now lying
empty. Wiliiams leascd it through the War Assets Adrninistra-
tion and moved his still-tiny group into the administrative
offices of thc huge aircraft complex. Liefeld remembers in
amazernent that less than a year after he'd labored at Convair
as merely one of hundreds of young engineers, he was back in
the same building, installed in what had been the officE of
Major Fleet, the owner of Consolidated Vultee.

Leftover machinery lined the Convair plant, so Liefeld was

instructed to make it look as if Bobbi-Kar was preparing ro
use it in the production of their new c'ar. With this impressive
establishment behind him, Williams started selling franchises

..for future "kars" to eager would-be dealers. His law.ver ad-
vised him that since the Bobbi-Kar agrecment clearly specified
that the franchise earned dealers the right to handle kars oniy'
"if and when" such kars were built, Williams had every right
to be selling them. Some 800 investors took the plunge.

The California Commissioner of Corporations was not as

sanguine as Williams' lawyer. Soon the SEC was also on his
trail, greatly interested in his announced intention of selling
unregistered stock. In the ensuing investigation, it was re-
veaied that Williams had previously served prison time on
another swindle. His operations in California were virtually
shut down. Undaunted, Williams attempted to form another
corporation under the lenient Delaware laws, but was unable
to obtain a needed clearance from the State of California. iirc

' 'this gone through, he intended to float a $S.S-miilion sto,,'k

issue. As it was, Bobbi-Kar was stuck between its crcditors
and the SEC.

Around the sanre time, in February, 1946, George Keiier
showed up ii: L;ciciii's oilice. i(ciir'r rv;s ihcn in lis;r:i;-
Fiiiics, a vetcran of 28 years at Siur.lebaker in South Bcnd.
Vici-;lrcsiucr:l of Sali:s. hc h::i r.lrshcd u'iih n''ln;l;ci Ki::'i
filir':l oi'*:'i;:; u,:.:st;.',:i lf Jirtri,rution, and lcil i,1c co;-.:r..:...'.
TciJ Zc:;riil;cr, ;*ei,ti's ;i;s:si;rr:i ;t Stuici;ikc::. sa'r's ";rcllir
w;s kr:ow:'l as 'Sig Ceolgc.' Iis w'as extrcmcl)' htrnrs'.. :;,.j
kncrvn liiroi;;hout thc inciustry as a ciynanric .silcsn:an." Crns
Hardig, tire chicf of SlueJebalicr cngincering at the sanrc 'ri:::c,
rememtrers Kcller as "very well thought of at Studchihcr,
wcll liked and an aggressive salcsman.

Keller had staiked out of Studebaker with not much r.lorc



1-,'r-.^.*,,.r i:-;i: {roiil row; sales v-p R.C. Grogg, Georgil Keller,
D:or.:;:,;r :'.,:;d ..1. il. Fishsr, e:',Sineoring v-p Joirn r;iuiuid . . .

n;cK row; secr{.id,ry $ii:;r }. \i:icl';oil, unknclr/n hord of iranciriso
saie:;, aiLorr-icy Heroicl Feigan, gxecutive v-p Hubert lv4rtcholl.

thln an inrnrcssive list of conttcts in the automobile industry
:i;-ld thc shirt on his beck. Whcn he came to visit L,icfelC, he

*'as rvorking as a salesrnrn in his fathcr-in-law's San Diego
Suick ag.nc)'. Ever since the late Thirties, however, Kcller
hrti hcrn thinking about forming his own car conlpany, and

rarj r-rltcn discussccl with Zenzinger what he callcd "the ideal

ca: for thc poor man." Fiis rationale was simple. The big car
:'nakers controllcd thc major market areas, but none was in-
tcresteC in try'ing to produce a really inexpensive car thrt was

no morc thin hasic transportation. Said Keller, "When you'rc
buckinq l)ciroit, you're bucking a stone wall." He dreamcd of
tuni'lcliing undcr it at thc lorv-price end.

Licfeli! hircd Kcller as an advisor. Almost the sarne week,

Williams let drop a news story that was picked up by many
prpcrs. Eotrbi-Kar, he said, was looking for a new locale

rvhere they could build cars withotrt intcrfercnce. The Bir'
nringhlnr, A!rbama Chamber of Commerce was trying to find
!ndustries to replace the now-closed Fluntsvillc Arscnal and

B,;chte!-lr1cConc Aircraft Corporation, which betwccn them
ha<j furloughccl thousands of Northern Alabama rvorkers. A
representarivs flew out to talk to williams, and williams then

ilew back to Alabama. Within the wcek, Liefeld received a

teleg:"a;^n which said simpl/, "Put everything on a flat car."
George Kcllcr ha<J now begun to challenge Williams for

control of the conipany. Kellcr later wrotc that "the invcsti'
garion,cf the Alabama facilities was maclc quickly-ovcrnight
as it were-and an immcdiate decision was madc to n'love

ev€ryihing to tsirminghanr. Williams rcportcd back to the Srn

Diego nswsp:lpcrs that hc was nraking the niove because he

harj locatecj bctttjr plant propcrty, and besides, it was easier to

The first v/agon was also technically a Bobbi'Kar, notico thg
snooih fror;t styiing and grilie hidden behind bumper.

Thg firsl reli &o;9i-i'tar loacs li'il "iron ffionster," * ri;.lr
srnaller Brlggs and Stratton-powersc prolotype from 1gt,r.

sell stcck in A!iuama than in Califoraia. Ncthing could bc

mcie absurci. Except tii;it Wiiliams, without any a;:;:::'::lle
experience, coul{ determine whether or not tne Seci:t;'
McCone builclings were suit;tble for the proiuction of Dc:'ri-
Kars but sincc Wiliianrs was the sole owrr€i, c;''-'.r

employces were powcr!ess to do anything but move a.cco:cj:.;

to his wishes, rigirt or wrong."
Wiiliams' prison recorcl followed hirn to Alaba'nla, :rnC ;.e

rv::s told that he coulcl nevcr be a dircctor or olilccl ii;1.-,','

Alirbanra corporation. tsy now, in acjcJition to Keller, Ll;i'*l.j
ancl his hancJful of formcr ConsoiiiateiJ Vultee enginccrr u';.;
hacl becn rvith thc compeny ri3ht along werc rseJf io: ::

change. According to Kclic:, "There wcre a lot of oihc; :rl'jni'
bers of this orgenization besides Williams who h'-; 1ii -'r
frccly of their tim* antJ effort for very littic frnanci;i! ;-::, ar.:

who were morc rcsponsible for the product th:in R'iili:::li-
who was neither an enginecr nor a Ccsigncr . . ncr do;l he

have any background of automotive experience."
Kcilcr ancl his llobbi-Kar mutineers were rcrdy :o joir u;

with anyone rvho could pay thc freigirt until Bobbi-Kiii ;):c-
cJuction cor.rlcl bcgin. On Scptcnrber 13, 1946, Ilobi:-r";: c':

,dlli:iitita was esiilblishcd. The cntirc Callfornia ccn:p::'i;;'s

asssts tvere trtnsicrrcd to the ncw corporiition, in cr-c.-,.-:-:':

fcr capital stock. Tl'lc two Bobbi-Kar conipanics bcl*r'un I l']i
and 19.17, co!lcctcd sonru $291,677.50 for dclicr fr;r::iil::;s.
$l?6,599.50 as loans frorti prpspcctive distritrutort ::r"i c'-15-

tonlcr ilcsposits iol;,llnt $i$,125.00. According to ; l.-:::
stock prtlspuctus, "rtl/ liicsc funds wcrc expcndcd in s'(rr,ir'J'

ticln with the duvulopnicnt and prontoiion of ln airtc:::a,l-,:;l

and a clealer organizatirin."

Thei lirst K*ll*r gas a reworkeC Eobbi-Kar convortll:c; ;1 '*,;',

luxurigus $up;r Cnig{. itc ct:r:i:rc Cliiv:s writu r-"'i.",' l*^':.
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.1.t tll\ !r(\ii'rt. l:trtvct'r'r. \\'illi;rlrtt wxi:till itr crrrilloi. Illrl in
:..... "., ;t' l. .r ,:l{)ii!: ('l .r'1 ,,1!,.;ti',.t ilit ,,'ti,}, r l,u*ii'crli.., i;i
:ii.rl;.:;t \\'ri;i.t;t:r iiil rilL'f ltd r.'rrrii,iri'l ttJtlre. iilc ti:ir'...'--rt: i;,ij/
iii.i: i:,r,.i i.'.\tritiltct'lt (':tl;i'*tr:i,i .t:i{{ r",'lr: iilvi:iviii n: lt',ii I,i;:i,-
i*r-rili.:li c.:r ri"'lr*irrcr, ll'tt"ilnlilt,\i11rr1'rt'i'iiitri i:)d lil"'klr:illl,r.
I ;ill'1" rilii. ll.' \\'11\ ir-:i1tll tlr.lt3'i*lti i;i*tl lrr1 I'i., fnfl itl it Jr:il.(t:i-
\i r.'t r rr; i:;.r: if irl:;htrtcrl ci:rti;tct i'*ir $;ii lritis. j

-i ir"' s.'.rtl{**i*r;rtf s tlrlw (}\r'irt.i I}*rllirt-K;.rr {.}i Altrtr:trtt*, einc
iiliii li:\'lr.iilli'r-'rrl:11\;tili ,tr iitrlrlli-!t:*;'.rf i-'::,ii"lr;r:l:1. jjlrt iltlrt

llfL'\r'r'l:'dti .i ill.tirlr.*lll. itrf lilr,. tlf\\' (iVi!'lr'fr WCI'Oll-l titt'U !;lty
\r'entcii ltr irthcrit lhr' ${X} fritr}clrisc tfc'rltrt-tt1;tny ()f ihctt"t
lcss th;ut siri;rl i r'i'ti.".:,r'ni:r{ite s*.-tllat \\riilitrr,rs i'r;l"J a:,rclnl:ied.
.{,ic.''ri!iilSl\'. ..'i} Jrrll, ll. !9"1?. tlic i}ixic il'{trior Cilr Crrr!}sr"t-
iir"{1 \r.* i'rriii'rrirrl tr} t!rkc ovcr l}ic ilssclJi $f f;ciii}i-i.":",- iui
5jii.r)iiti rn cuslr antl a pronlisc tcr pay hack-thc $ifi.Si){) rc-
dc,lr'u irli .ilrttrrrrcr tlcposits on ncvcr-dclivercd l}oh.bi-I.i;i:,.
1'.f",i,.'i'ii'.* c\lrlli.rriltc crtlrctrs Of thc two colttpaniiitt wcfc thg
$ilnr*. lrut ;iiii.' ricntr..rs hltl hcert ncatly cut olT.

Thc ;+;Lr;ilrotrlt hchind this takeovcr was Hubert Mitchcll,
a *hl.j;*r-iic;iicr fronr l{artsclle, Atatranra with at lcast as

n:ilJh pi(lnidtion;rl cxpcricnce as Willianrs. As a boy, he built
;rn :,rirp!,i:lrc ruhich hc successfully f!erv . . . having ncver b{rforc
$ccn a rre! llanc, only photographs. Hc latcr ran cvcrything
froiii a sn'r:ii-ttrwn airport to a ro3ds,i4g cilfc, a string of movie
thcrtru"s to a thcairical agcncy. In thc late Thirties, hc clair:rcd
to hal'c fountl thc outlaw Jessc Janres in prison, ob,tainccj his
rclrisc anC b'ooked the 9O-yeer-old dcsperado into a string of
*.r:;-* Siruih grit$ circuit theatres. At the tirnc he acquired the
iloi:bi-Ksr, he operated the world's largest theatrical supply
horrsc and a failing furniture factory hcU bought for the war.

It was thc furniture factory that got him interested in cars.
Acccrrding to ll{itchell, "I'd been making seats and upholstery
for light aircraft. During the war, the govcrnmcnt requisi-
tioncd all civilian plancs and convcrted thcm for military usc.
Thcy threw away thc origirral seats, and I had contracts to
build replaccments in my old factory. The manufacturcrs of
the Globe Swiftner light aircraft, for example, had $100,000
worth of seats on order when the war ended. They went out of
business in 1946, and I was stuck with the seats. I was looking
around for something else to do with them."

Mitchell had ninety employees and a 40,000 square foot
factory. Acting on a tip from the Chamber of Commerce, he
went down to the Betchtel-McCone plant that Bobbi-Kar had
taken over and spoke to George Keller. At that point, Keller,
with almost no funds, some 40 employees and an absurdly
large ?35,000 square foot aircraft factoryr w&s trying to hold
things together long enough to attract investors.

"At first," says Mitchell, "l was only interested in their car
as a place to sell my surplus seats, but George showed me how
easily I could buy the whole thing. These people were desper-

Actordinit lo t!i'r !;ric Tcrn !4cC.:iliili, "'iirr: !i.i:i;..: c.,,.:,

"i l;.,i i;,iriii il:;;:."1;{,f-i:(,;1,,r v;r;r:; !,,;.;, ;."...:;'r t.-.,,,.'. ,

Il,ri tr'"1u,; j:i, n,:jr-,ii. j;,,i ii;i j"iCjj,;l C()y:ri)arry f;lCcl i. :i.;i-.'
ij.:i:iinli:tiil;.;iiii..,:':Ci;i\(lV."jIil,{i,'-!,,;..,''i,;:::'i'.:'"i,,..
irii iii',* i:r,;;rr il'r,v s:iccc,qil. L-:t::i: t;! crlrnpctitiiln ii: tr.:: -^,.

rnobile l1;:,::-.::,r .'; e i;.-y L;i,i.r.i:!lny c<lnri;iirin ft,r li,c r.-, . 
'

rufflsr. A.nij { ilo mcan 'hi6h priccs."' '

As usual, Unclc Torn hit it right on Lhe head. He ci:,:.
l"sctly poinici.i out in thc sa:nc Aprii, I9.i8 rcac ift,l:: ,:

Keiler's use of proprietary paris war one of the rirl*i'.;,.
ri:oves they coutri rnake. Tom said ali the parts rlcre a'"';:l-
able from coa$t to coast; fcr cxample, tlie transmissjsfi ";rii.
the same useC on a'41 Stui*bakcr, the generator ihc :,;lrt;i
as a 1940 Hudson, tlie wheeis thc san:c as Crorlcy, "l'".,.:
sanle goc.sn" McCahill srid, "for just ebout evcry oii;cr ;,:',";
r:f tht: Kcllcr assembly,"

All Kcller components were frorn nrajor indui;try su1"
pliers-Ross steering, Wagncr br:ikcs, Cartcr ca!'hurei, r',

Continental engine. The economy of spch a plan *'ar c;.
vious. Says John Liefeld, "the door mechanisms n'c..,:i ,

have required $1.S-million in tooling. Using parts fr:r: ;.

Ctrrysler, they cost $1.50 each." i"r,* Iist of stan.jlrii;i:,-,
parts included everything right dov,tn to bociy hardw'li:,.
instruments and suspension parts, The only thrngs Kcl.*r
made were the wooden wagon bodics and the selts. Er';:,
the body stampings-pounded out on Kirksite ciies*weic
intended to be supplied from outslcic.

Asidc from being economical, this aggrcgate rnerhs.ri i'.::

construction also ensured that aii Kcilcr ptrrts 1'.'g;; r*.:,.
proven. Some 230,000 ntilcs of tc:,i;ng \r'ci'e c'Jvci*ij i;'.

pilot modcls hanclbuilt in Hunilviiic, and rh* oni,r- ;i;;r;:;'.
nrarlc wcrc to larg*r, morc ivail;ltrlc -5.50x15 tii'*s in ;nl.r,:-
of thc original {r.00x l?s. iivcn lhc sr':rurtinlcs tcnl!''L'r;i::'!r';i. i:

tal Contincnl:tl cngincs {Srihi:i-Kurs riscrl L{rrculrs. i'r:t ih: ,.' 1i

were unrcliablct gave pcrfect scrvicc. Hubert I{itch,;;i lr ' ll

)Lil $vf i' I50,Cijl nlii*.i crr jr;s tcffi;rini:r; tliiilfi5*jncir:,..,':.
ioui !*i,rl':i in u'lj;l li:". '..',J.-r:-li.; li:..r-:;i',':i li:,r,li ;: i.r ci il;
-*;.i-.ti i c: :i ,;tr:j;i::; ..") sr.'.,... ::;,,-i f;l;:..-.lC Ji r1l.li,',' \'r-*iit.:.t -..

l.lr'j.}\:'.iir..\:.fj?.:''i.1.1'}'.'-.:
!,,rit r.r; .il./iL 

".,-i;..j.r.ii,.v\i 
i,ri:7r. --L. L;t,li.\v 

'..! 
L,\'a.-. r

-l .1'. it- i1:.: ii;:'. l',",r.ii.'-\;t ,ii i' \\:tc c-.;i.,c:-.i:Jl"' "'l.'.''..' .'.. .,-

i',' ,i - :,1i;L ;i;,-,i;.:il'" :-;iriii.-;..;i.,' ..1 ',-irril:i-', .ls i.l'i:: :- .- :'

1r.-:.';.._j,..." ,J.i'' :.r,.-.:ri j; j ltt r.*il 1...:" ;..;',.:.i:lll5ir, ;,.'.:, :.'. ,

Slilf:n. I;liur*riirlrr;1', v,i'i:.t.;..;' ;r,'r'n'n',ljoi s'i:1pllr.l i;r i. i'
indt:stry sccms to hirvc bccn not onll'rviiiing tr: tic;i ri:.;i
the ncophyte cornpany. hirt h;rppy to help.-ftrcl lo;'llr

d.r -'

', i: :;
')' -'r::'F
.-/ lr . .."!,-^



=.:..':i-.i..4..;/.(d:....'-,..;tl',l.-*

it 
-;i"r&'--:r4u.^. 

?'.-' 
- {:., , . rr' ,/'.{

i*'^"o -- 
*-i. ' - ' | r'':t- i' 1'

- ' -+*'t*.,--:,*'a J q-_', ]r-'.r' ', t" ,t't" i ii . "., .. r,.. r )r,. ,ari1r, ;;;a.r._ia.1'_ lt "---".
tst*,'l....l-..|,/J:".,'/:i..**"rn.*,":-:,),:,.,'',."*J1.,-}j-.--

. .l "l::i\F'f ;l'i-,J,{**'l:,.-.- 1t' ; i r*.- ";::); .';-r".1 7'i:,-: ::---

Sciervdrivers and C-clamps wero enough to build station wagon
boiies in ths huge Huntsvills plant. Some 18 wero finishod"

ate. Thcy didn't evcn have the money to ieave Alabama. I had
to pcrsorrully loan Keller moncy to live on. These people were
innoccnt victinrs. They were car people, and they were inter-
estcil in staying in the industry they'd been raised in. When
Bobbi-Kar dcclarcd bankruptcy, I decided to help.

"Kelicr wantcd to call it the Mitchcll Motor Corporation.
'Hell.' I said, 'You're the man. We'll use your name.' Dixie
\lotor Car was only an interim thing, and we quickly sold out
to the ncw Keller N{otors Corporation. The Bobbi-Kar had
haC sonle bed publicity with potential stockholders, so we
thought wc'd better change the name.'.'

Kcllcr }rlotors was incorporated in Delaware on Novernber
25, 1947. Keller was the president, Mitchell executive vice-
president. They controlled a majority of the stock. Keller
Motors acquircd (for $90,000) the assers of Dixie Motor Car,
which includcd the 25 hp prototype Bobbi-Kar that Liefeld
had constructed long ago in San Diego, a second roadster and
a more conveniional front-engine woodie station wagon, pow-
ered by a 49 hp Continental powerplant. There were also two
chassis, one front-engine, one rear. Mitchell determined to get
the cornpany rolling as quickly as possible, for as he says,
"During that time I was subsidizing the whole crew, Kcller

'**-r,-;Ji;;'
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Continontal-powered chassis were assembled entirely t:';;r' p:'o-
prietary parts, only tha frarne rails were Kelier-built.

included. I loaned them money until wc started selilng si+c:t.
Early in 1948, Mitchell and Kelier took the station h'e!;:n,

a roa<ister and the rear-engine to New York. They re nt*d the

lobby of the Pennsylvanla Fiotel, and distributed a bi'rr:ge oi
press releases and brochures prepared by an adv';rl;:!ng
agency run by friends of Keller's in New York. Said Ijuchanan

& Company, "The Keller is America's mosl neeCcd ce.i'ii ske,

performance ancJ price." Thc copy then dwelled on Ceoige

Kcller's 28 successful years in the automobiie industr-v, me!:"

ing him out to be Walter Chrysler, Charlie Narsh ani ihe

Docige Brothers all in one. The flanrboyant copy was :11 in the

service of cirumming up interest in the "new" car' anil resi.:1.

tant sale of dealer franchises. In many ways, il was Bcbbi-Kar
of California all over again.

The tirnes were still ripe for that sort of scherne' Dei.roii

wasn't taking any new dealerships in l9'18, since the fact'crie:

couldn't keep their current dealers supplied. But not only wcrt

there legions of people ready to pay intlated postwar plice:

for new cars, there were hundrcds too, with mollrt' satr'ec

throughout the war, ready to enter the autornobile b':si;lsss

To thesc peoplc, cvcn thc unassunring littlc Keller lookcJ likt
the ticket of adnrission to the Big Tintc.

Daater lranchise agreement was slmpte, Dealorshlp appllcatlon was not loo lnqulsl- K€llst disclaim€t was lhe longcst pa* o
treded rtgnt to handts cars tor cashl 

- -' 
tive, askei tii onty baelcs. oilhor form, withheld any liabi'i:/'
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Hamrner, snvil and leftover Bobbl-Kar buck give an ldea of
assernbly lino; it moved slowly . . . one car per month.

Thc tickr.t wasn't cven very expcnsive. Mitchell and his
Aiahanta salcs"ftrrcc tcrok frarrchisc orrJcrs orr a city by city
hasis. ln fncl, dcposils wcrc oftcn takerr fronr a number of
pcople for thc sarnc territory. "That way," says Mitchell, "we
could choosc thc best potcntial dcalcr. Of coursc, we returned
thc dcposits to thc resl." According to Mitchell, "Wc didn't
knor*' how well wc could sell franchiscs, but cfr.ts were hard to
conle hry ancl the pcople appeared rvilling to pay."

Kcller lUotors took in ovcr $450,000 on thcir frrst ten-day
trip to New York. As It{itchell rccalls, "We wantcd scvcn dol-
lars per car.'For an arca thtt we figured would accept a thou-
sand cars a year, wc'd ask for $35.000 for a five ycar
contract." Franchisc fees, at first, were a fraction of that
amount. Andy Pappas of Shrevcport, Lot"lisiana, for cxanrple,
sa1,s he paid only $20,000 for thc right to sell Kellcrs in twenty
Louisiana parishcs. He, in turn sold the rights to some of these
counties to other individuals for $ 1000 per parish. Bur this
was carly in the Kcller story. As the franchise scheme suc-
cceCed, the potential of each tcrritory was deelned greater,
and the price rose accordingly.

Follox'ing the astounding New York success, Mitchell and
Keller began showing the cars all around the country. The
roadster, station wagon and chassis were shown in hotel lob-
bies, civic centers, trade fairs-anywhere an audience nright
form. From Baltimore to Davenport, Milwaukee to Los An-
geles, Mitchell and Keller barnstormed thc country with their
prototypes throughout I948. Alrhough the publicity releases
promiscd production cars "in four or five mon{,hs" at a retail
price of $848, Keller Motors wa6 a tong way away from
actually making cars.

A great deal of the franchise money was spent on dcvelop-
ment of l-iefeld's original desigrr. Along with the huge plant in
the Huntsville Arsenal that Williams had first lcased and
Kcllcr now staffed with a skeleton crcw, anothcr oflice was
opcned in Dctroit, closc to the center of the auto industry.
Kellcr was unsure about Liefeld's design, and demanded that
ir':,.i:'..'j, e'i hii**-rrri:iiiird e:;l;:,;eru il+.iri ili;r1;sh;r, i);,;klr"i
an; :r::;ril:::ikll**rhcuii i*ck cvctr iv*iy e*p"ii c,f i.i:i: t.i:i.;i.ii.
i1,'p:.," ii: ;;;,i;iiiilt, t,ifi{s il:; lii:irl-,i*i,(g;*i:1"r! h,:r,** ii,r: ;i.:,ler
**l:."i Dt;:l rj;illi,;r;ilr:;y ij*',ii:n*C tr) L5; ;ir; r:^r.ii.\' ;r*;filri*,i.f
pi:ir:", i:', ;]{;iiii,!,i, i{ r'i:;,.i* 11;,r,ll rclr* ir} 1.1:va ri {-1.::{fr:t t;j;sc in
;-,:'.'... ...irf .l.; -', ".,.,.:i: ti:,: s:l;rilit;lr fflcl,; cf \i.:t;;i1 l,,cfu L;u::-
i.,r .,.ri-: .'.,o. !.;','Y':...,*\.r i ,u {rrr p:5 J aa.Ltr..

Licfsld s*:rn l,ad a s:;fT o-f ncarly ?0 Cesigners, cngineers
and purchasing agcnt$ on ths peyr*ll. Acc*rriing ao hii'r:, ir'
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Finished Supar Chief v/agon ls inspected in a Chicago 8,rick
doaler's showroom; note that trim is unique to this car.

the afterrnath of thc unfavorable pul-rlicity that swiried around
thc Tuckcr, Davis and Playboy stock schcrnes. thc Sf,C kcpi a

close watch on Kciler Motors. In ordcr to prove that ti;e iort-
pany did in fact intcnd to nrake cars, Licfcld was regL:ircd io
obtain quaclrupiicate copies of a!i design drawings. pui.che:e
orders and lettcrs of conrrniln:cnt from suppliers, ricijne ex-
actly what partsl how ntany and when thcy would supii;.. ii:,::,e
iterns to I(c!ler. Thc actirai <icsign of thc car wafi chai::'f ,: r'i;:','
littie over thc years except that the rear-cnginc rcaCslel u..*;
droppcd in favor of a conventional convertible to gc airr,:r
with the station wagon as to better use propnctary parts.

According to Liefeid, they receivcd a lot of hclp froni rna;o'
industry figurcs, mostly through Keller's contacts. But ti;r
D*troit lirms, he says, "were definitely not intercsted in gci-
ting into the small car business. They told us in cficcr, 'rhcre
is a nrarket for r small car, but it is a limited market, and '*r'*
don't rvant to touch it unless we're absolutely forced to. lic
think a srnall company like yours is the right company ro do
this and we'll do all we can to help."'

KcJler's contacts soon gave their approva! to Licield's
straightforward design. The car, it seems. was dcemcd acccpt-
able. The franchise dealer network, too, was rapidly trecoming
a reality. The real problem-and the.principal causc of Cclll'

-was the need for some $S-miliion to pay for pro<Jucticn
tooling and initial supply of parts. A cornmon stock sale wan
the only solution. The father of Kcller's account executivc et
Buchanan & Con':pany was ths head of Allen and Co,, a r.rajor
stocktrroker. Hc agrced to handle the stock sale, but in lurrr.
subcontractcd with Crecnficld, Lax & Co. -an afTiliaie c,f
Lchnran Brothers-to sell the $5-million worth of siock.

"For a pcriod of two nnd a half ycars." s&1/s Liefcl,J. "rve
were on thc dcfcnsive with rhc SEC. Playhoy, Tucksr a,:ri
Davis all hacl indictnr,:nts against thcnr. Kcller was thc cn:.,'
company that-throirghout thc period-s.taycd clcan. Afrc:
$130,000 in'attorncy's fccs, the SEC said in c;Tcct, 'rl'c'ic
awfully sorry,.fellows, you're clean as a u'hlstlc.'"

Wir*ri tii* ;1,:nl ai:;;: ui';ii ri'.r\ gi.lflttJr-i, Crtci'ifrci.i. l.;rr.
w:isicd r:o ii;rc ir', i"..t;!ni ;:'i c.\ir*rltlit r..:cl;liicij r*i"t,,',;-.;tr .

[.iaii:ri .jrl:i*l::iri{, ii}"i''}, !nis r:;::::::.'i:r, ili:ii'l:ici ;]'.,i ;*.,.'t;
\itrlr:i.; i:,rj.";;',*';";!. sin:j $I.j:-:::,i;:,','....1^','i;td fi;,i.:ii'.',;-
l''q'":;l; ift-'ii;.)ir(r,."ii ali;r;;"; SJg. r..i "-.r;::il el;.i rlUr","i.-*.1,':ii;.,1 iiii,l i;,:.:

tr.i;.;.i;.i1.;;it;'.i .r ; .i.,!',.,' ; jJ]. t.i:.-,sl oi;l;;'rr (r:';.' L:...1 i-:
i,i iic.l.ic;'..; si*;,:*J up iva.l ! ir,i'j). In iy";ri;ali;.guai-tii.i lti;!^
pl*s;rtui*" iii;;*agc, i!i* iirnt rn.jic:itcd tirat n,Ilil* it ii*d il"r;r::.,

s*bsiantiel progrcss in dcvelopfilcnt, it dici not "reprcsctlt clr
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gln. rn | 9.16 whcrr Kcllcr ioinctl lhcm,
cvcn ns litlt' ns l9'l? nrrrl '48 whilc thcy

tlithcrctl wilh lhc Sl-('. thc honlely littlc
wilFtrn huilt ttf prtrprictnry pnrtr nright

hlvc strltl long itntl wcll cnottgh to gct

thcnt st:rrlt'tl irr thc cnr httsincsr. ln thosc

)'cilrs llrc ctrtttpclit)fi wtts slill sclling prc'
wnr tltsigns. nnrl lhc ttsscttrlrly lincs could

not nrove fast cnough to fill thc tlenrnnd.

But hy 1949, rcnl postwor compctition
' hatl apla*:rretl. antl lhe Kcllcr stood re'

, vcalcd fls an ungainly little nnachronism,
hoJrclcssly outntoded.

Thc Kcllcr organization was never too

strong. Thcy had fcw expcricnced car

grcople. Thcy hael no fulurc plans. Thcy
' 

had a wcak dcaler nctwork, largcly com'
poscd of amateur spcculators hoping to

turn a quick buck in thc c'ar-hungry post'

rvar period. And too, the Keller staff
foolishly acted like nouveau riche heirs,

riding in corporate Cadillacs and Buicks,

crisscrossing the country to attend ex-

pensive openings, maintaining hundreds

of employees in three different locations

-all to produce l8 prototypes of a car

that had been mostty designed before

Keller Motors, per se, existed. Although
they had taken in nearly $2-million in
dealer franchise fees, Keller went under

with little more than $10,000 in the cof'
fers. Indeed, finances were so tiSht that
at the end, the Hotel Buckingham in New
York was forced to sell oft a station
wagon prototype that had been displayed
in its lobby in order to cover Keller'a
outstanding bills.

If anything was wrong with Keller
Motors, it was an all-too-familiar combi-

nation of inexperience, poor timing and

overambition. Keller was certainly no

different from many others who ached

to build their own automotive empires in

the fair spring days that followed close

behind the cold years of war. Indeed,

. George Keller had more hoPe of ac-

complishing his goal than most, though

he was never in the same league with
Henry Kaiser and Joe Frazer, and they

too were unsucccssful. But Keller could

not lead his inept confederates to suc-

cess merely by strength of wil!. And
r.vithout him, it seems, they were nothing.

Perhaps indeed, the stockbrokers' assess'

ment was right after all, "Le Palron cst
'. mort, Ia voiture csl morle cus.rJ."OQ

Our rhanks to GarY Greenbaum, Gary,

tnd.: lohn S. Lbleld, Van NuYs, Calll';
Fclcr Malott, Bourbonnaln, llt.;
Andrew PapPas, Shrevelort, La, and

treonard Pralt, Barftofu La, Our ryrclal
thanfu to llubrrlt Mltchcll, Hartrallc'AIa.
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Furrcll vdt Soucra, Thc Greohrc Artomobrtc Srucio

1948 KELLER SUPER CHIEF

STATION WAGON

Price when new: $1245.00 fob Huntsvllle, Alabama
Current vsluation: Excellent; $3000.00 Good; S2000.00

ENGINE

Body constructlon Wood and steel
Body atyle Four-door, $passenger front-engine, redr-

wheel{rive Station Wagon

SUSPENSION
Type

Bore and stroke
'Displacement
Max. bhp 6l rpm
Max. torque @ rpm
Compression ratlo
lnduction system
Exhaust system
Electrical system

lnline-4, L-head, watercooled, eest |ton
block and head,3 maln bearlnga
3.435 x 4.375|n.
162.0 cu. ln.
58 Gr 3600
90 Gr 2000
7.0:1
1-bbl. Carter downdraft carburetor
Cast iron manifoid, elngle exhauet
6-volt, 100 amphour battery, coll

Fronl

Rear

Tlres
Wheels

lnd. single traillng arms, B. F. Goodrich
"Torsilastic" sprlngs
Rigid axle, eeml-ellipUc leaf sprlngq tubr
lar hydraulic shock abaorberu
5.50 x 15,.4 ply
5.0 x 15, etamped 8leol, full

WEIGHTS AND UEASURES

TBANSMtSStOil

&speed manual, column shlft
/sl.'2.60 2nd:1.63 3rd; 1.00 flev..O.E3

Wheelbase 92.0 in.
Overall length 167.0 in.
Overall height 60.0 in.
Overallwidth 63.5ln.
Front tread 50.0|n.
Reartread 50.0|n.
Groundclearance 8.5|n.
Dry welght 2250.01bs.

Type
Ratios

DIFFERE}TTIAL

Type
Ratio
Odve axler

Hypold flnaldrlvt
4.10:l
Seml-lloatlng CAPACITIES

STEERIHO
Crankcase
Coollng system
Fueltank

4.0 qts.
10.0 qte.
14.0 gal.Tvw

Tums loek to lock
Ratio
Turn clrcle

Cam and levsr
4.0
17.5:1
30.0leel

PERFORMANCE

BFAKES
Acceleration:

4.30 mph
0-4A mph
0-50 mph
0-60 mph
0-70 mph

Standlng /r-mlle
Top apeed

5.8 sec.
11.0 sec.
17.8 sec.
25.4 sec.
34.3 sec.
24.2 sec. et 68.5 mdt
75 mph

Tyce

Dlameter
Unlng area

Wagner lour-wheel, hydraullcally.oporated
cast lron drumr
9.0|n.
229.3 sq.ln.

cHA88t8 AtrD BOOY

Channel rsctlon sto6l,
rallr, 2 crorl mombon
membor

a

double drop olde
tnd centrNl ")f'

FUEL COT-ISUMPTION

Glty drlvlng 2&25 mpg
27-29 mpg

Fnnr

Hlghway drlvlng
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