


FEBRUARY, 1976

Tri-Citles

BUSINESS ETING NOTES;:

21 Members meet at Joe Wheeler State Park to look over
the faclllitlies on February 22 end decilded to have their
ennuel meet there, August 28, 1976. (Editor's Note =
Huntsville support would be apprecisted end should be
discussed in our next meeting.)

fROGRAM: Auto body work demonstration - Given by Tommy Fulton,
: Instructor et Burrell State Trade School,

LADIES NIGHT:

Approx. 80 people ceme, ste, telked end enjoyed Gene George's
presentation on photogrepning esutomobliles,

Don Hodge announced the Totcky Awerd winner 1975 - Charles
Mullins of the Tri-Cities for his 1903 Model A Ford,
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EARLY TAGS

(Issued before State Program, which began in 1912.)

MOBILE, MONTGOMERY, AND BIRMINGHAM ISSUED PORCELAIN
TAGS AS EARLY AS 1905,

JEFFERSON COUNTY

The first vehicle license issued was on April 15, 1905, for a Marsh
Motorcycle, at a cost of 25¢. It is not known if these were stickers
or metal.

City of Birmingham Mobile ' Montgomery
1909 - white on blue ? white on green
1910 - black on white white on black ? %

1911 - white on blue ? ? %

* I think that Montgomery used 1909 tags for 1910 and 1911. Have
never seen or heard of a 1910 or 1911 Montgomery.



ALABAMA ANTIQUE PORCELAIN CAR TAGS
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WHITE on BLUE BLACK on RED BLACK on WHITE WHITE on GREEN

*None known to exist as of September 1973.

Will pay $15 for any information that [eads to acquiring any ot the above!

JIM BURTON 1131 Ware Blvd. Birmingham, Ala. 35235 1.205-853-2413



COLORS

in 1967 snd 1968 there were so meny compleints on tegs rusting
that o new system started in 1969, The 1969 teg wes first dipped
in a speclel 1liquid to prevent rust, then & sheet of plestic wes
melted onto the bsckground, glving it its color. In 1969 it wes
clear, Then a different sheet wes melted on after drying, ziving
the letters thelir color, such as black in 1969, This wes the
first teg to hsve reflection peint. 1970 and up tegs hed re-
flection palnt on letters end beckzround, The 1969 wes the start
of tegs belng printed on one side,

ALABAMA
COLOR CHART
1912 - White on Blue (Porcelaln) 1951 - Bleck on Yellow
1913 -~ Black on Bed (Porcelaln) 1952 - White on Blue
1914 - Black on White (Porcelain) 1953 - Blue on White
1915 - Wnlte on Green (Porcelain) %92? - Wﬁlte on Blue
1916 - Sleck on Yellow 9 - White on Green
1917 - Red on White 1956 - Black on Deep Yellow
1918 - Blue on Grey 1957 -~ Deep Yellow on Blsack
1919 - White on Dark Green 1958 -~ White on Blue
1920 - Bleck on White %ggg - 5ﬁ?§ on wgite
1221 - Red on White - e on ue
1922 « <3leck on Teep Yellow 1961 - White on Black
1923 - White on Derk Blue : %gg% - xgigz on g{een
1924 - Brown on Cream = on ue
{éz; - White on Red 1964 - White on Crimson
1926 - White on Green 1965 - Orange on Blue
1928 - Black on Yellow 1927 - Yellow on Blue
1929 - Yellow on Black ‘ }968 - White on Red
1930 - White on Red - 909 - Green on White
Tt 1371 2 Blbek on Bere Yellow
2 - Bleck on White - D
1933 - White on Light Blue 1972 - Black on Dark Tourqolse
e B T D nite o B ek
9 - White on Green =
1936 - Red on White : 1975 - Bleck on Yellow
1937 - Purple on White 1976 - Blue on White

1938 -~ Red on Blue

1939 - Blsck on Silver

1940 - Yellow on Black

1941 - Black on Yellow

1942 - Yellow on Bleck

L1943 - 42 plete with windshield sticker
1944 - Bleck on Yellow

1945 - Yellow on Black

1946 - White on Black

1947 - Bleck on Silver

1948 - Deep Yellow on Black
1949 - Eleck on Deep Yellow
1950 - Yellow on Black



GRAPHICS & NUMBERS

"COUNTY'"" NUMBERS

1942 was the first year for county number to appear.

000-000

A tag with 000-000 is a sample tag. The State sends this tag to
each state showing our colors. They used to be for sale for $1
before 1969, but because of counterfeiting into usable tags, it was
discontinued. The oldest tag I have seen is 1934,

7801

The number 80 tag is a supplement tag. It is used when a county runs
out of its tags. This started in 1967. They are also used as of 1971 on
extra large trucks,

LETTERS

A, B, C, D
(Old Tags up to 1952)

Tags had these letters up until 1952 and were issued according to weight.

"A'" - 2,000 lbs. or'less, sold for $5.00 (small cars like Crosely,
Henry J., and Model T)
""B'" - 2,000 lbs. to 2,500 1bs., sold for $9.00 (Model A)

MG - 2,500 1bs, to 3,250 Ibs., sold for $13.00 (Dodge)

HDH

]

3,250 lbs., amd up, sold for $ 18,00 (big cars like Packard
and Cadillac)

"E'" - 4,000 lbs. and over for 1933 and 1934 only, sold for $ 30. 00

VIEH

on truck tags from 1921 and 1922
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' e ) f Jefferson . 1 Greene S 1 |
l; { &l ndovo® o | Emerprne & Mobile ... 2 Hale 36
thes Bl g \_, ! Monigomery ... 3 Henry 37
l g ) i {SCAMBIA Ly ag ____—31 Autauga 4 H 38
BALUWIN | 30 et ""”“o ot Baldwin 3 Jackson e 39
e g T 2T browten immL a - g‘-t;gw' p— ; il:m:i"d.le :g

. GENEVA - o I PR — auderda PO
‘ Towe L 0:“‘:—.-‘7 'g'ﬂ--—'- ..-—‘:1":'-'—9»..- o a— 0 aws>| ¢ ® Blount 8 Laweence . 42
. FLA. v J Bullock emmomome @ Lee o 43
‘ [ R ST Butler  occoeeee3@  Limesione o 44
i ‘ AR : 4 U ] \ Calhoun 11 Lowndes omeeend3
: | Chambers ceeeeen12  Macon —46
0 : A i | | Cherokes 13 Madi 47
| g \ Chilton 14 Marenge oo 48
! ) | Choctaw 13 Marion 49
& | i Clarke ... 16  Marshall 30
! : Clay ..... 17 Monro@ eeee—31
( : ¢ e Cleburne oeeeecean18 Morgan oo 32
! - St s Y : Coflee oo i9 Peery 53
' ! Colbert  aumwrce20 Pickens 34
7 Conecuh  eveennn 21 Pike __. 5s
Lo - haw g LT Coosa ... 22 Randolph b1 1
o . ¢ Covingion ceeeen.23 Russell 37
ELp8-t L ' Crenshaw .24  Shelby 58
| ‘ é(fu{irmm 293 St Clale ciinnn. 39
i x Jale ... 26 Sumitet v 80
.191 g BURTON . ‘ ) Datlas 27 Talladega . 61
I WARIF BLV * | JeKalb cwicecen-28  Tallapooss e 62
: ! Elmote covcoer29  Tuscslooss oeeeen 83
- BIPMINGHAW AL 35235 \ . Escambia 30 Walker oo 84
- ' el ) Etowah 3l Washington ... 63

! ! . Fayette 32 Wilcog e 6
i “ Franklis 33 Wi 67
' (€ 34 Repl 7o




"PRIVATE"

In 1922 to 1926 the word "privete" sppeared on pessenger cars
and 'truck' for a truck, elso 'texl' end 'traller' for 1925
end 1926,

THE HEART

1955 wes the year of the first heert and thevHeart of Dixie,"
1956 to 1960 the heart was smeller in the lower left corner.
1961 1t beceme smeller and is the same up to todey. In 1974

the heart was moved to the lower right corner - just for change.

FRONT

1937 wes the only year that a teg hed the word "front" in-
‘dicatling the positioning of the tag. Also, the only year that
purple paint was used. This atarted the issuing of two tags
per vehicle except for 1948 (unknown at this time) and 1952
because of metal shortage due to Korea.

ARROUS
From 1937 to 1940 an errow was used es & spasce filler If a

tag hed less than six digits.,

LIAYAL AND nwpw

Taegs todey that have "D" are desler tags, Automobile dealers

ere 1issued one tag per salesman, which is kept on his demonstrator
model end he transfers it himself from car to car., This practice
sterted in the early 20's and had the letter "Vv, 1In 1968 the
letter "D" was started end the tags made in different color

from regular tags. : s

ANTIQUE TAGS

If you own an antique car, to get an antique tag, do the following: You
must get a special form from the Court House. The tag will cost $10.00
and is made out to the car. The tag should stay with the car if it is
sold. It can be used only during parades and special avents, not for
every-day use. If you have this tag and it is destroyed, a new tag can
be made with the same number for $1 plus the old tag and & specisl form.
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BYSICAL CHARACLERISTICS
STZES
from 1912 to 1972 have varied only about dn inch, Frocelzin
12w x 5m - 20ts, 15" x 6% - 30t's, 133v x 5i» - 60'z,
X &Y,
vy 0L Alsbeme tegs have extra holes because meny wouldntt
t vehicle so sn extre hole hed to be added,
SLOTS
& 2 to 4 slots in ecrlier Alabema tags were for strepping s
co o vehicle beceuse meny didn't have bumpers.
PAPER STICKERS FOR WINDSHIELD
19473
1843 becsuse of World Waer II the Stste of Alsbamza was faced
th & metel shortege, causing the flrst paper windshield sticker
pe issued. ©On the front of this sheet is a similar picture
nat the sticker looks like, You were instructed to lesve
metel tags on your behicle and plsce the sticker in
ew on the windshleld. In November of 1943 your sticker
end then you purchased your 1944 metel teaz with
s (black on brown) front sticker., Many people et this
me would scrape the 1943 sticker off of the window which is
2 reel reason why they are so rere to find. Seversel ccllectors
ve been fortunete enough to find sticker still on windshleld
ich they cut the glass off of the windshield., The only 1943
icker in the packsge known in existence 1is owned by Rex McCrery
Sirminghen,
1044
=rs hes been some dlscussion among tag collectors sbout the 194
icker., MWMeny collectors including myself never knew they existe
til 1 sew the perfect sticker with meteching metsl tsg et the
me ¢f Bill Johnson, 122 Cedsrcrest Drive, Florence, nlecsﬁa.
e copy on the front of this sheet is word for ford of whet the
tcker looks like. After discussing the sticker with severszl
her collectors and one of them working at the County Courthouse
Cullmen during the Wer and who had pert of the responsibility
izsulng tags slong with gas ration stamps does not recall ever
Is sticker belng issued at that time., Thls leads us to
t the sticker was 1ssued only on a County wide baslis,
u can clearly see thls stemp was issued by the State
L of Hevente,
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"New Look"
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FAGS

Coming In

1976

Are you one of those smug Alsbama drivers who hes palnstekingly
memorized the county code numbers used on automoblile license tsags
in this state? Are you one of those who knows without blinking an
eye thet "13" is Cherokee, "29" is Elmore, "56" 1s Rendolph end
nH7r 1s Winston?

Well, enjoy yourself for the next 12 months, becsuse come October
1976 every Alabamian who can resd will know where s car.ils from,
Next yeer the county code system wlll be junked and thereafter
the name of the county wili be printed on the bottom of the tag,
This is but one of several major changes belng mede in the suto
tag system in Alebema. Beglnnling with the 1977 tag the plates
w11l not only have a new look but there will be a new procedure

es well for buylng tags., Alabamlisns will buy a tsg once every
five years, However, before you stand up and shout, thinking that
you will not have to stand in those long lines every year, you
better read on You will hsve to stand in line...not for a tag...
but for en up—date sticker each year. And the cost of that little
sticker will be precisely what you have been paylng for the tag.

Travis Williems, assistant commissioner of the State Depsrtment of
Revenue, sald, "The license plates which go into effect for the

'77 tez year ere slphe-numerlical 1ln design, That is they consist
of a series of three letters of the alphabet and three numerels,
Indlividuel counties will not have a specific tsg number, rather

all tags will have the county neme printed st the bottom. By
using the alpha-numericel design we can get about 15 or 16 million
combilnations after the bad words are eliminated., And since we
menufacture about 3 milllon tags, you can see that this method will
be more than suffliclent."

The new tag lew which wlll apply only to passenger vehlcles and
plck-up trucks was necessitated for several reasons, space being
the primery one, Saild Willlams, "The larger countles, Jefferson,
Moblle end especlilally Madison are simply running out of space

on the teg. There is no more room for numbers, Madison County
1s & double digit county (47) so 1t has one less spsce for a
digit., If we don't change the plste style, the numbers will
simply run off the tag," sald Williams.

"Another reason for the change 1s that the plates are much esasler
to resd end remember, Three letters of the alphebet and three
numbers make the job much easier for law enforcement officlals,
Itts mighty herd to remember & serles of five or six numbers

Jemmed together.," Still snother reeson for the new tag concerns
the m the more then 40 clesses of llcense plates
in AL 3 ch ceunty hes a set of each of the 40

 ap o
u(/:J‘-:«'@::,

szs will be manufactured in
amatl 371J the overrun of plates.




The Depertment of Correctlons, which has the responslbllity of
menufacturing the plates, has an sppropristion of 1,552,000 for
meking the plates for the 1977 tag year. And says Willlems, "It
will cost them money the first year of the flve-yeer-tag., The
savings will not come untll the second, third, fourth and f1ft
years. Durlag the first yeer they will have to menufacture three
million tass and these tags will have to be better tegs so they
will lest filve vegrs," Willisms added. "“No doubt it will cost

them more than the 50 cents per tag they were spproprlated."
"However, during the succeeding yesrs the Depsrtment of Corrections
will menufecture only about a half million plates (for the new
cers and new recidents). And since they will recelve spproximately
the séme sppropriation as during the first year, thelr expense

will be much less, The up-dete stickers probably will not cost
them more than three cents aplece," sald Willlems.,




