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NEWS SECTION

-

Car Stora.e - Room is still available in the warehouse for
your parts for cars, cars, boats, airplanes, coVered
wa.ons, etc., This space is primarily for stora.e,
not heated, but protected frcm the elements. The
area is patrolled by an armed guard 24 hours a day.
and overhead sprinklers are provided, Call Dennis
McCann for information 852-2361, o , g

Dues - Reuional dues were to be paid by March l. Are
you late? Dues are to be paid directly to Don
Pryor (2620 wuenevere Avenue, Huntsville, Alabama
35803) and are presently $3.00. ‘

New Faces-New Places - The North Alabama Rezion™is in-
vited to the Alabama Sesquicentennial beins celebrated
at Fort Payne, Alabama, July 25, 26, and 27, 1969,
Parties, antique fashion shows, parades, antique
auto displays, and a tour t6 Iittle River Canyon
are planned. Iets plan to 4o and take our old cars.,
It is a beautiful part of Alabama.w .
Special Noticé - Those North Alabama Rezion, desirins
name bad<es please contact Mr. Clark lMoo¥e at the
next meetin.-29 llay 69, The cost of bad-es will be
about $1.50 each,

- -

Stone Mountain Tour - The North Alabama Re.ion is sponsorin.
a tour to the "Stome lountain °69 Invitational Meet"
at Stone lMountain, va, on June 20,1969, This promises
to be one of the larszest meets in the South this year.
This meet will probably draw over 20Q cars. The ‘
facilities at Stone Mountain are excellent for an
antique car meet and the Southeastern Reuion is a
wonderful host With many additidnal 8vents planned
besides cdr jud-in., such as a <aslisht parade on
Friday ni-ht and timed trophy runs and sprint races
on Sunday. v

- All members plannin.. to join the tour are

ur-ed to contact Herb Fulmer, 281-2446 or Ernest
Cross, 852-4051 by June 10, 1969. The Tour will
form at Dunnavants I[all parkins lot on Friday, ~
20 June 1969 and will depart at 7:30 A.M, A resistrate-
jon blank is included with this issue.
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(For list of many moLal aCCnm.cd:tiuns ﬁnJ more detailed infrrmation writes
P, 0. Box 427, Stonc iountain, Ga. 30083)
REGISTRATIION FORM
NAME ADURESS
MAKE OF CAR__ BCDY STYLE__ .

CYLINDERS 2 or 4-WHZEL BRAKRES

(Pleasc 1ist additional cars on back)
R‘f}iSiIatiﬂn F.e (1’3.00 })E‘I‘ Car)...cotloe‘lcooclto.0«.0!00'00"".0'50

Flea lMarket E‘{)‘,‘\Ce ($5¢OO per 10 ft. SpaCe)..........--...........-....

"Used" Antique Auto Lot($5.00 per €ar)isscssesscsscssssanssenasssssens
ADULT Buffet Banquet Tickets ($5.00 each)sisscsensnsaninsssossnssssssene
CHILD (11 & under) Buffet Banquet Tickets ($3.00 €aCh)eeescscssscessss
Number for Friday Evening Get-Acquainted Party - Freeeeecesseeccsessas

TO—I Z‘\I L”"L(’SL i's es e e
(Plecase make chocks payable to SCUTHEASTERN REGION,A.A.CLA.)

JAIL TO: Mrs. Ann Eady, 1428 Renee brive, Decatur, Georgia 30032

-

WE WCULD APFRECIATE BLACK & WHITE PHOTO OF YCUR CAR ALONG WITH QUMD

TETE DES

o v ——— e s
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VOLUNTEER JUDGE FORM - Flease mail with reqistration

RIFTION.

I will be glad to serve es Judge.

I f@ﬂl more qudlif1=d to judge

(inzke car or years). Time and place for Judges' meeting posted in Inn Lohhy
NAME ___IMLLRESS CLUB
SCHEDULE _OF EVENTS
Friday - 1:00 an1stratlon at " Inn (clooeb at 7 PM) - Flea Market Cpens

7:00 - 8:15

8:30

Saturday - 8:00 - 11:00

Informal poolside Get~Acquainted Party at Inn
Gaslight Farade
Registration - Meet area open to cars

8:00 Flea Market & "Used" Antigue Auto Lot Cpen
11:30 - 3:30 Judging - Nearly all AACA classes (with few variations)
Froduction cars throuagh 1939 - 4 classes for Mndel A's
Entertainmpent for ladies
T:30 Buffet Dinner - Stone Nountain Inn Courtyard
8430 Trophy Awards Program - " " "
10:00 Dis~cuss the Judges and Kick Tires
Sunday 9:230 Carillon & Short Praver Service at Amphitheater
11:00 Timed Mountain Trophy Run
1:00 Sprint Races
3:00 "You'all Come Back, we hope you had a good timed"



ANTIQUE ' APPAREL
1910-1920
by Harriet Coble

Having ended our first article with the car owner
bent over his crank, we are happy to move into the
second decade of the 20th Century with some very
upright suggestions for proper attire, alded to some
extent by Kettering's improvements on the electric
starter. -

The women's clothing styles abandoned the S-shape
of the turn of the century and took on a stréi ht,
loose=fitting appearance. French Gesigqer Paul Poiret
freed women from attacks of "the vapors'" (brought on
by tightly laced dresses) by.lifting walstlines and
introducing the "trotteur" or hohble~-siirt. Fashion-
able ladies of the times found it aifficult, if not
impossible, to board the bus, the latest means of
public transportation. :

While Poiret was showing styles with an Oriental
influence and violent colors, the latect trends
included the first newsreel of the Susa-Mount Cenis
Motor Race, and an upswing in suffragette activities.
This was the era of the first 500-mile Indianapolis
race and the men clung fiercely to their rights by
referring to the automobile in the masculine gender,

The "lampshade" tunic over a narrow underskirt
was a fashion trend.of the early teens. By 1915 the
underskrt was abandoned by some and the tunic
lengthened to become a short skirt, usually worn with
little boots. The V neckline appeared in women's
apparel, but it was denounced by clergy as immoral
and by doctors as dangerous to health. Automobiles
were also shedding some of their cumbersome features
as more than 100 firms began to manufacture cyclecars.

In an effort to sell more cars, advertisers
appealed to the women by offering such helpful
accessories as Metzger's Automatic Windshield (to
protect auto occupants from the cold wind of winder),
auto heaters, electric starters and electric lights.
And the emphasis on closed cars kept milady warm and
dry on the muddy roads.

The Horseless Age appeared to reflect the news
of the auto world and the beginnings of car assembly
were apparent soon after the Selden patent was held
invalid. For less than §500 Henry Ford would sell




you a touring car--no wonder he was selling a quarser
of a million cars a year by 1914.

Although some men  and women gave counsiderable
thought to what they would wear while riding in an
auto of this period, the number of perscns actually
owning a car was such a small part of the population
that car owners did little to influence styles.

, ‘Gentlemen wore a vest, trousers, high-=collared
starched shirt, tie and tie pin, . and glcvess- The

- cuffless trousers weré¢ ustially striped or:checked.
‘Pahama hats and ‘boaters were worn ‘in the summer,
with bowlers and wide-brimmed black felt.hats: for
more formal occasiouns.

For the open car, men continued to- bundle up in
.dustcoats, peaked caps and huge spcoial  goggles.
Ladies wore long. tailored suits, jabotcd blouses, and
dustcoats, all topped with toques ard short vells.

.- .But. before the leap into,the Rezrinz 20's, the
feminine gender assérted Itself. . One w7{er described
a certain car as having "the grace. t:2 slim lines,
the vivaclty of a seductress; she aleo pousesses a
virture lacked by many women=-=-perfect obzdience."

(Mrs. Coble is director of the Fashion Institute
at Alverson-Draughon College in Huntsville.)
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Ninth Series
: et Packard, Model 900,
53 Ao Coune Roadster

by Tom Holley

The beautiful Packard exquisitely pictured is the
recent purchase of Dr. L, H. pecraft and family, 1705
Vilma Circle SE, Huntsville, Ala.

The roadster, as commonly called, sold new larch
1933 in Richmond, Va., and finaly to Doc in Lima, Ohio.
When the car was on 1%t s way to Huntsville, it was involved
in a minor accident which resulted in ccnsideiable
damare to the left vear of the car, If anyone has an
0ld Ninth Series tail light they “don’t noed, zive Doc
a call. Ee probably has Bomeibing to tryade Tir 1t,

The Ninth Series, Tisht was rroduced from
Jan. 9, 1922 throuzh Jan. D, and resulsid in
6750 cars of four tody styles-Uoupe, coupe roadster,
coupe sedan, and sedan, The total Ninth Series pro-
duction was abolt 16,500 cars, The factory list price
of the Iight eizht was 1725, except the selan which
was $1750. L1l the Model 9GO Packards had a 127 inch
whaelbasé and weighted about 4000 pound. The engine of the
light eights is an & cylinder, 320 cubic in, 33/16 bore,

5 inch stroke, producina 110 horsepower.

The #anuary 1932 Automobile Show held in the many
Manhattan hotel lobbies was st¥Tictly a window shoppinZ™
affair for most of the motorina public, Cars were bizgzer
and heavier. Packard, Auburn, Lincoln, and Pierce Arrows
had new twelve-cylinder models, lost had” been nreviously
announced. Convertibles with disapnpearinz tops were a new
trend., Inside visors bezan to replace outside shades
in an effort to decreise wind resistance. Buick, Cadillac,
Chrysler, Desoto, Dodze, lLaSalle, and Packard offered
vacuum-onerated clutches, OCldsmobile and Packard introduced
qutomdtic chokes. Ford was azain mad at the world and was
havinz his own private show crosstown. This was the year
that Ford introduced the famous Ford V-8, This car would
start the trend to inexpencive hizh-speed transportaion,

It would also spawn a new sneedequipment industry.

At the officidl suto show, Packard presented the new
Model 900 ILicht Eizht., It was the first truly fine car
ever produced to sell beslow {2,000, It came in four body styles,
the coune, coupe roadster, coupe sedan, which sold for
$1795, and the sedan, which sodd fOr $1750., It was
Packard®s first attempt at invalinas thé medium-price field.
It had a Standard Eisht ensine, the snsleset rear, which
first appeared in this model, two shoe brakes with a = =
starwheel adjustment, 700xl17 wheels, an electric Zas &au=e€,
and solenoid-operated starter switch. It is not considered




a clagsic™in CCCA, but it is in AACA., Vith the exception
of the ensifie, it had little in common even with the
Standard Ei<ht. Unfortunately, from a factory cost
standpoint, it was a fHilure. It cost almost as much to
build as a Standard Eizht Sedan and sold for $690 less.
Since there was a §$500 markup on the manufacturer's cost

to the dealer, the factory, in order to protect the
dealer’s markup, had to sell the cars at just about factory
cost,

“Since manufacturers are not in business for their health,
mana<ement decided it just didn't have the know-how and the
techniques of the bucket shops to accomplish low-cost volume
production, The new plan was to cease Production cn the 900,
institute an exXecutive recruitment proiram to spirit away
from -eneral Motors and Ford a few brains who knew the
bucket mill techniques, and have a new medium-priced car on
the market in two years. It was a tall order. but Packard
knew that a medium-priced car was needed to survive, The
120 which was introduced in 1935 was the medium~-priced car
in reference,

Full credit is given to Mr. Robert E, Turnquist, Author
of "The Packard Story", for the information contained in
this Article., Anyone that has not read this truly fine
book should certainly do so,.
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TO FIND A CAR

by L. T, Goorge

The art of locating antique, classic, and spccial intcrest
cars is quitc o difforont uobby as comparcd to the actual restora~
tion., Both arc timc consuning ond reguire infinite paticncc. OF

he two, I think the tracking down of cars is the most fascinating.
Thc scarch for. old cars can cnvolve the centire femily, Children

arc somctines morc obscrvant thaon given croedit for. Competition

(who caen find tho most old cars) cmong children of the samce age group
can keup thoem: occupicd while traveling.

In obtaining your lcad write down 2os much information as
possiblc, Look up the olcation on the mest detailed map
you can obtain, :County maps can be o great help. There
is no necd to be in a biz rush to chuck out a luad, for if a caz
has been in a barn for 20 - 40 yoars probably be thure noxt
wecke Of coursc there is the slin possibility you may arrive
Just as somconce is loading it on a trailer,

Since you arc spending timc as well as aoncy on chocking out
a lead you may as well meko the most of it. Take luss troveling
back roads. When stopping at storcs, rustaur nts, Luﬁ vspecially
GSPUClull scrvice stations, ncver niss an opportunity to inguirc,

He once had a lead on a '30 Cadillac from two scpsyate
SOuerS. The car was locoted .ast of Now Hopu. It turncd out to
be a '55 Oldsmobilc,

Another source of loads is to ask 8-14 ycar old boys whore the
oldest car they know of is locatede e found a '22 Chovrolet tour-—
ing this way. Don't losc faith if luadse don't "pan.out.®

Noarly two ycars ago, we hoard of a Stutz Bearcat ncar looros-—
ville, After driving many milos in scarch, we finally locatod
the owmere At dusk wo werc sitting on ¢ plantation-—typc housc
back porch telking to an clderly gen®lcoman who had convertod the cor
(a Winton) into a wrockor son twenty yoars ago.

The next question is what to do now that you have found the old
buggys I foel that if the car is not what you ﬁvﬂ*'to'rvstorcy one
should pass the lcad on to anothur car cnthusiast as soon as possiblc.

somctines car collectors arc victims of the "gre.nur grass
couplox,” . That is a2 car in an advertiscment or —ut of town always
looks butter than the sanc cor in towa, One may find himsclf thinking
it's acceptable for a stranger to malke a profit but not a fricnd,

Our club has lot a lot of good cars slip through it's hands
by not passing loads on to othor club mumburs through the ycars,

A fricnd in IMlorida has o beoutiful Packard he bought from a Hunts—
villian a couplc of ycars agos



How about the '36 supercharged Cord Phaeton,

'16 Packard

V-12, and all the cars we never knew about that left
Huntsville?
The following list is some of the cars we (family)
have located in the last two yvears withinsl00 miles.
These cars are either for sale by collectors ,or in the
posession of owners not nresently nlanninz to restore

themn,

members that I have knowledze of,
graphed most of these cars., The list would double if I

went 150 miles.
while cars in the area I haven't

found.

None of these cars are bein. restored by club
I have seen and photo-

I%1 bet there's ¢till another 100 worth-
Sorry, I've zot to

20, but I've just heard of a °30 Packard roadster in Decatur.

39
39
36
39
39
39
40
03
20
an

Alfa Romeb roadster 2000
BV 32° roadster

Buick 4door

Buick Ldoor special

Buick Ldoor limited

Buick hearse

Buick coupe

Cadillac

Cadillac 4door

Cadillac 4 door "75" ¢ 500

Cadillac 4 door "75" {4500
Cadillac 4 door

Cadillac 4 door fastback
Cadillac 4% door

Cadillac 2 door Coupe mint {00
Cadillac Coupe

Cadillac Eldorado Coune

Cadillac Eldorado Coupne

Cadillac Eldorado Conv.

> Cadillac Eldorado Conv.

Cadillac Eldorado Coupe ¢3500
Chevrolet tourinz

Chevrolet truck

Chevrolet 4 door sedan
Chevrolet Coupe mint

Chevrolet 4 door sidemounts
Chevrolet 4+ door

Cord 4 door {2700

Desoto 4 door

Dodze Brothers Fire Truck 6000

 Dod..e Brothers Sedan

Edsel 4 door 265
Fdsel stgtion ¢275

Assorted “"T" Fords (about 10)

26
26
29

Ford "T" roadster {1200

Ford "T" Coupe 1250
Ford "A" 4 door 500

Fayetteville
Lthens
Scottsboro
Huntsville
wardendale
Decatur -
Paint Rock
LArea
Huntsville
Tuka, lMiss.
Birminghamn
Scottsboro
Toodville
Normal
Decatur.
Scottsboro
Toodville
Morgan City
Monrovia
lionrovia

" Decatur

Hollywood
wardendale
wardendale
Huntsville
Scottsboro
Huntsville
Huntsville
New Hone
Huntsville
Huntsville
Huntsville
Fayetteville
«ardendale
Decatur
Huntsville
Huntsville



29-31 Ford "A%s 2 at service station

30
31
32

Ford "A" Coupe
Ford "A" roadster
Ford Victoria sedan

30-32 Ford trucks (about 4)

37
40
ol
55
L7
LP

39
30

32
Le

Ford Phaeton §750

Ford coupe §£00

Imperial coupe §300 Heni.
Imperial coupne 700 Heni.
Jacuar MK IV .

Keller station wacon

Ia Salle 4 door

Iincoln Zepher coupe
Iincoln Zepher coupe
Iincoln V-12 sedanette
Lincoln V-12 Zepher sedan
Lincoln MK II 2700
Lincoln K IT

Lincoln VK II -

> Mercedes roadster rouzh

Mercedes roadster §3500
Mercedes roadster

' Mercedes 300 1200

Packard 4 door

Packard roadster
Packard std. © roadster
Packard light ® coune
Packard lisht © coupe
Packard std. 8 sedan
Packard su. © Phaeton
Packard 120 sedan
Packard 120 sedan
Packard su., 8 roadster
Packard su., © club sedan
Packard 120 4 door
Packard su,f hearse
Packard 160 coupe
Packard 120 sedan
Packard clipper

Packard clipper

Packard 4 door ¢ 150
Rolls-Royce PI ¢5000
Rolls-Royce 3000
Rolls-Royce 3000
Rolls-Royce P III ¢ 5000
R0lls-Royce ¢ L4700
Pontiac rumble seat roadster
Pontiac sedan 1000
Pontiac sedan

Studebaker 4 door P00
Talbot roadster

¢ 1000

Huntsville
wardendale

Huntsville
Cardendale
Gardendale
Guntersville
Huntsville
Huntsville
Huntsville
Fayetteville
Area
Huntsville
Richard City, Tenn.
Richaré City, Tenn,
Huntsville
Huntsville
Florence
Florence
Decatur
Albertville
Florence
Huntswville
Huntsville
Ioretto, Tenn.
Lrea
~ardendale
wardendale
«ardendale
-ardendale
Birmineham
Huntsville
Belmont, Miss,
Area
Gardendale
Birminechan
TVinchester, Tenn,
«~ardendale
Huntsville
wardendale
Fayettevile
Huntsville
Birminsham
Cullman
~untersville
Guntersville
Athens
Huntsville
Albertville
Huntsville
Scottsboro
Hazel Green



FOR S ALE

-

1952 C%ev. truck & ‘30 trailer, -MC engine, runs «00d
$350 e

1941 Mercury, 4 dr.,Sedan, Rebuilt en-ine, brakes,
and front end, 550, Ernie Cross, 852-4051.

1958 Hisel {2659,

1926 Ford *T*% Coupme, Call Ken Barry, 852-7375.

1941 Ford Club coupe $800, Clyde Bennett, 534-6165.

1941 Plymouth coupe $995
1948 Hudson 6 cyl. commodor $499
1940 Hudson 6 cyl. 4 dr. $495
1934 Chrysler Air-flow coupe $895
1937 Chev, 2 dr. 35,000 miles | $995
1936 Chev. 2 dr. e San@D B

1931 Ford 2 dr. 1 side mount $295
1941 Plyfmouth 4 dr. 265

1938 Dod.:e truck 3 ton : & 295
1938 Ford truck, stake $500
1950 Plymouth 2 dr. 19,000 miles 4895

1949 Jeenster 6 CYls - . - _ $995
1952 Jeepster L4 cyl. , O Gk95
1932 Packard 4 dr. std. 8 5695
1950 Dod.:e coupe, cCONV, $295
1952 Allstate 2 dr. 4 cyl. 4395
1952 Crosley 2 dr. L4 cyl. $295

Herman Lowery, Route 5, Harriman, Tenn,
615-822-6861 :
615-882-9351 L
1937 Ford Phaeton, runnin., «ood restorable, complete
car, $750
1958 Parsche speedster with parts car, $850
1948 1w "IC" very sood with some parts 1000
1949 Alfa Romeo with custom coach works, chev en<ine, §750
1947 Indian Motorecycle, Chief, $100
weorae Monnis, Tanxzlewodd Acres, Route 3, Scottsboro,
1917 Ford "T* Low mileaze, (2000 or trade, Arless
Jackson, 1617 E. Clinton Ave., Huntsville, Alabama,
phone 534-5185

Car Trailers For Sale

Custom built, altered, closed or open, Eddie -wannaway,
BRoute 5, Box 225, Huntsville, 35811, Phone 852-7784

Iarse Trailer, 2 axils, elect., brakes, 2 spares, sprunz
and with shocks 4400 Jack Hardin, Phone 453~5729

Wanted

-

192848 Ford Parts Catalo~, Ernie Cross either loaned
it to someone and for-ot who, or it’s buried in his <ara<e.



Pa;ts Fpo Sale

- All MBd8l "A" Ford Parts.
Timin: ~ears,005 §$2.00 each
Front motor support kit, l.50

" Champion 3X spark plucs, $5.50. set

30-31 2 bulb headlichts, %25 pair i Ot
Crank, flywheel, pressure plate, turned and balanced, $60

- Four blade fans $5.00 : :
Autolicht heater $l18, OO
Clutch plate $7.50 :
Cylinder head #7.50 "
Used pressure plate and clutch disc ¢12 00
Rebuilt trafismission . 22 .
Valve Sprinss 25 cents
Relined brake shoes $8.00 exchanwe
Inner tubes $2.00 each
Phil -ambrell, Phone 852-4424

-

CALENDAR o;g EVENTS

~

May 24-25-=Birminzham Antique Auto Show at Fair:rdunds.
June 8--Florence, Decatur, Euntsville Tour to Bankhead Forest,

June 12-14--Central division Natlonal AACA sprinw Meet Cedar
Rapids, Iowa

June 20-22-~Stone Mountain °69 Inv1tatlonal Meet, Stone
Mountain, wa. A

. -

Auvzust 16,==A watermelon bust is in the planninc stawes
Wlth fun and sames for all, ‘ )

Sept 6= 12--1969 «lidden Tour, orlwlnates vatllnburm, Tenn.
Oct, 8- 12--Eastern.Div151on National AACA Fall Meet Hershey, Pa.
June 1970--Spr1n~ National Meet, Huntsv1lle, Ala,
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THE BIG D

by
John Bentley

On July 26, 1932, a 55=-ycar-old automobile enginecer and designer
named Frederick Samuecl Duesenberg died of ether pneumonia in the Memorial
Hospital at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, He died from injuries sustained
while driving one of his own cars betwecn Philadelphia and Indianapolis,
Duesenberg!s passing rated no banner headlines in the daily press, but
all car lovers knew him as a great actor in the golden age of American.
automobiles,

Duesenberg was probably the greatest and most versatile automobile
designer this country has ever known, He thumbed his nose at establiched
ideas about building cars and pionecred many radically new fcatures,
laybe fate did him a kindness, since he alrcady was fighting a losing
battle with cancer. A fow more years and he would have witnessed the
liquidation of his company and the advent of an era when automobiles
sank to a common level with refrigerators, Jjuke boxes and radios.

In the full flush of Fred Duesenberg's carcer, one of the Big
Three among U.S. auto manufacturers offered him $50,000 a year to hire
his genius, 'his was more than triple what he ecarned as chief enginecr
and vice-president of his own company, and though he refused, it is
casy to see how his record inspired this offer,

Let's go back to November, 1920, That year, the new Duesenberg
llodel A aluminum—bodied phaeton stole the show at the lew York Auto-
mobile Salon and I'red scooped the automotive industry with so many

“Pirsts' that it's doubtful whether his visionary entorprise ever again

can be cqualed,; much less surpassed. He was the first automobile
builder in the U.S5. to put into production an eight—in-line car with
four-whecl brakes fitted to Buropean cars. The first fto use heat-
treated molybdenum-stecl chassis frames for greater strength and
minimum distortion. The first with durable ground gears, instead of
cast, in the transmission, with balloon tires as a standard feature,
with the lightweight tubular axle of tremendous resistance (Ettore
Bugattits influence may have becn responsible for thig), and with
high--pressure automatic chassis lubrication.

Four ycars later, he also was the first to offer a production
supercharger for automobilcs that boosted cngine power by as much as
20 per cent, even though this device was not yet entirely dependable
and suffered bearing troubles,

Time and agein, Duesenberg came up with ideas that wore labeled
"crazy'" by more conservative elements who later took a decp breath
and swallowed their words. One learned group who thought him a little
unorthodox was the Society of Automotive Enginecrs, of which he was a




member and to whose governing council he was elected shortly before his
death., Among Fred's "crazier” ideas was that of balancing the massive

crankshafts on his cars by means of liquid mercury weights. The

mercury was poured into cast-iron containers with welded tops, bolt-
ed either side of the crank webs, This worked fine until centrifugal
force caused the mercury to "soak" right through the pores of the cast
iron and escape, throwing the crank off balance. Duesenberg's S.AE.
colleagues smiled indulgently when they heard about ity but at the
next meeting Fred was back with a sly grin. "You can go crazy with
me,” he announced. "I've lined the containers with copperl® There-
after; the Duesenberg crankshafts stayed balanced indefinitely.

During the yocars that saw the introduction of the Model A "Eight-
in-a~Row" to the public, racing versions of this mechanical master-
piece competed in twenty-seven road and track raccs and won prize
money in twenty—four of them. At one time or another. during their
sixtecn years of manufacture, Duesenberg cars held sixty-six world
records for all distances from a kilometer to a twenty-four-hour
endurance Trun,.

The Indianapolis Speedway, proving ground of many new ideas and
graveyard of many morc, was just another stretch along the road
that brought Fred Ducsenberg-to. world fame. Cars bcaring his name )
or using his engines ran in twenty Memorial Day 500-liile raccs
between 1912 and 1935. Their speed and stamina realized onc of Fred's
greatest ambitions—-a three-time win, achieved in 1924, 1925 and
1927, In lists of the first—ten finishers, Duescenbergs appeared
twenty-nine times, His cars took seven of the first ten places in
1922, cleaning up almost 550,000 in prize money. Joe Boyerts 1924
win at an average of 90.24 miles per hour achicved a ncw Specedway
record; the average of 101.13 set by Peter de Paolo in 1925 stood
unbeaten for seven years,

The Duesenberg was equally well known as America's finest moter-
cary, for its long, husky build provided an ideal platform for the
sumptuous coachcraft of body builders such as Brunn, Judkins, Wile
loughby, Dorham, Locke, Murphy, Rollston; La Grande, L¢c Baron, Hibbard,
Darrin, and Castagna—-the last two of French and Italian origin,
hile La Grandec of Indiana could be considered Ducsenberg's own coach-
builder, it was liurphy of Pasadena who feshioned the greatec number of
bodics for tho later lodel J (at least 150 of them) before closing
down. Some impreossive examples of coachwork also were producced for
Duesenbergs by Bohman & Schwartz, part successors to llurphy, but
these jobs were customemade to spccial order for movie stars and
didn't come under the hecad of factory contracts.

- Not so strangely, considering their high price, Duesenberg cars
sold in inverse proportion to the fame of their designer,. Though
they swept the board in racing, though Fred's ideas werc widely copied
without a blush, and though coachbuilders rubbed their hands in glew
over the superb chassisy not many more than 650 (half a day's pro=-
duction by modern standards) werc built between 1921 and 1937 when
the Cord-~Aupurn-—Duesenberg alliance went into voluntary liguidatione.



Of these, 70 were the liodcl A with a 90~horsepower, straight-eight,
gixtecn~-valve engine of 260 cubic inches displacement and a 134-~inch
whecl base. Besides the radically ncw features alrecady mentioned, this
Duesenberg had a low center of gravity, perfect weight distribution

and minimum unsprung weight (carried below the axles) which gave it

a roadability unapproached by any other contemporary car, Too, its
lightness for those days (only 3,200 pounds with a five-passenger
aluminum phacton body) allowed flashing acceleration., It weilghed

400 pounds less than any other automobile with anywhcre ncar its

POWET .

The Model A engine was a study in itself., Fred compounded two
of the original four~cylinder "Rochester—Ducsenberg’ ongines that
had made his name a byword on road and track. The cylinder blocks
and crankshafts were placed cnd to ond and redesigned as onc clean,
compact unit with a different valve arrangement actuated by a single
overhcad cam. The inlct valves were of low-percentage tungsten
stoel and the cxhaust valves of cobalt-chrome stecle—an advanced metal-
lurgical concept for a production car pf those dayse. The camshaft
drive and housing, the crankcasc, radiator shell, dash and footboards
were made entircely of aluminum, A choicc of cast—iron pistons was
offercd as an alternative to aluminum, although Duesenberg's long
string of racing successes was founded on magnalito aluminum pistons,
e favored fcature on which he relented commercially "owing to a
certain amount of prejudice and the fact that certain prominent
manufacturers have recently given up their use,” He was adamant,
however, about fitting only two compression rings so as to save
weight, Today, incidentally, well over 90 per cent of production
automobiles and 21l racing cars usce aluminum pistons.

In applying his long racing cxperience to the new passenger car,
Fred Duesenberg paid much attention to cooling. He took care also to
have the combustion chambers machined so that all eight cylinders
would be of identical volume. This llodel A enginc,; built with the
precision of a chronometer and the finish of a gleaming jewel, wes
rated at 26,45 h.p., but acually developed 100 h.p. at 3,4C0
revolutions, Its flexibility was such that the car would run from 3
to 85 mepohe in high gear, with the kind of gas cconomy that nowadays
is just a dim memory. Averages of 18 to 22 miles per gallom were
usual for this Ducsenberg,

Four-wheel brakes for the ilodel A were not a new idca to Fred
when he put them on the market. 4is far back 2s 1914, he had them on
one of his racing cars and foresaw their coummercial usc. The power
of the lModel A brakes, working on 15-inch drums with outside cooling
ribs derived from racing, was such that the Ducesenberg could be stopped
in one—third the distalice required by any other car. At a time when
the more complicated and less reliable French Perrot mechanical
brakes were about the only four—wheel device in production, Duesen-

crg set himself out in front at onec jump as the world's lcading
designer of automobile brakcs with his completely original hydraulic
system actuated by "columns of oil under pressure.” IIs brakes would
later have carncd a fortunc for him had he taken the trouble to patent
he practical working design. But he wasn't like that. Ile seldom

W
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patented anything and his gencrosity had a way of disrefarding his
best interests, Anyone whe could successfully pick his brains was
welcome to the tekings.

In 1931, for instance, it was said that he actually gave to the
Stutz company, founded bh his friend and competitor Harry C, Stutz,
the blueprints for the thirty-two-valve, double-overhead-—camshaft
head that was the heart of the Hodel J, TFrom thesc, the stutz en-
gineers cvolved their own DV-32 mcdel that had quite a vogue.

The cost of perfection didn't bother Fred. IHe was dctermined
to build the finest automobile ¢ver offered to the publec. In his
own words,"Its mission is to outrun and outlast any other gutomobile
on the road and at the same timc s2t a new mark in fucl and tire economy,."

As a result, the llodel A phaeton, lowest-priced car in the Due-
senberg range of 1921, cost $6,500, From the start, consequently,
its market was narrowed to that small class of buyers who are un-
troubled by budgetary probilems. It was followed in 1926 by a lodel
Xy but before this heavicr—framed version rcached production, Fred
went into receivership,

The Auburn-Cord interests, a $28-million corporation, took him
over. Only about a dozen Xs were rcleased, for this clusive model
failed to rcach a 100-m.,p.h., objective set for it, and in any case
Cord had other idecas about production modcls, But Fred was ready
with another.

The next radically new Duescnberg was the larger, morc powerful
Model J which was offcred to the publec in 1929 and was supplemcnicd
in 1932 by the Model SJ——the first supcrcharged catalogue automobile
in thc United States. Some 470 J and SJ cars were turned out. Bew
fore dealing with them, let's hark back and sec what started Fred
Ducsonberg on the road to famc and what it takes to become a world
lcadcr in automobile design,

Is it an exponsive collcge education? Duesecnberg ncver went
to college, never cven took a coursec in enginecring, Is it a sound
grasp of automoiive theory? An ounce of practice was; to him, worth
a ton of theory any day (or night) of tho weck, as his workshop
staff knew only too well at the cost of their slecp. Because he
was a finely integrated combination of an imaginative drcamer and
a man of driving action,; new idecas woerc liablce to come into his head
at any time, and when they did, he had to try them out at once.
Mechanics often would toil day and night setting up an engine, only
to have Pred call the whole thing off after a half hour's run on tho
test bench. He would liik at the gauges, listen for a moment, ask a
couple of questions, then shrugs ‘Take it down., It's no good."

Eighteen~hour workdays were routine to Fred and his associates.
Closest of these was his brother Auguste-better knowm as "Augic,"
even though he carried the title of Assistant Chief Enginecr., Ior



twenty-five years, Augic remaincd Fred's "lan Friday" and most loyal
collaborator, calmly weathcring moments that must have beon provocas

tive, I'red had a sharp scnce cf humor that sometimes took a sly

twist., There wecre times, for instancc, when he would rcturn to the factory
around 11 o'clock at night after knocking off for a late supper and
suddenly remark with a yawn: "Well, Augie 4, one of us nccds some sleep,

I'm going to bed."”

From his prewar racing days, Fred was known for a degrec of
wit., In 1914, Captain——then plain "Eddic"--Rickenbacker, who started
his racing carcer as team captain with Duesenberg, won the Sioux
City 300-Mile race on the same day that Lautenschlager took the
Grand Prix of France. At a dinner in honor of Rickenbacker's vic—
toryy the late Chris Sinsabaugh, dean of automotive editors, remarkeds

"Fred, it's certainly a great day for you Germans. Ducsenberg,
Rickenbacker, Lautenschlageri®

"Jal' Fred cracked back. ""You would thind of that —~-with a name
like yoursi"

Fred Duesenberg was, in fact, of pure German origin. Boun in
Lippe on December 6, 1877, he came to this country at the age of 8
with his mother and six of his brothcrs, Fred's father had dicé
soon after his birth and his second cldest brother and an uncle had
migrated ahead of the others, settlin on a farm in Rockford, Iowa.
Haturally, the family moved in with them, so that Frecd grew up
around the farm and gpt only a perfunctory schooling. When he was
17, he went to work for an implement dealer, erccting windmills and
repairing farm machinery. His mechanical bent was so kecnly developed
by then that it quickly outgrew this limited work. IHe turned to
bicyclcs for an outlct. When he was 20, he started his own business
of designing, building and repairing bicycles. But this wasn't
enough. He had to race them, too,.

In 1898, I'red establisged a world two-milc record of 4 minutes
24 scconds, paccd by a horse., This gave him an idca., Why not use a
motorcycle as a paccr? IHe promptly built one, pedaled furiously
in its wake and set another rccord on a three-milc course, Then
a frcsh inspiration camc to him. Thesc motorcycles——they might be
made to run better with a rotary-valve design. During the follow-
ing year, Fred uscd his sparc time on cxpcriments that resulted in a
pretty good rotary-valve mechanism, IHis offorts were not wasted
Years later, he came back to this idea and tried it successfully on
marine and car cngincs,

Meanwhile, in 1900, the first garage in Des Moincs,; Lowa,
opened its doors, and young Ducscnberg was drown to it like a fil-
ing to a magnct., The workings of the still crude and undeveloped
internal—-combustion enginc cnthralled him above all clse and he
began his mechanic!s apprenticeship at onGe, Soon his intuitive
grasp of mechanisms had cnabled him to master every component in an
automobile and understand its function. He dismantled, rcasscmbled



and tuned engines’Withéutlsupefvision and thought up a dozen tricks:
to make them run bettor, A vast horizon in a new industry opened up
before him., Bicycles were forgotten. A ycar later, ho started his
owrl garagc. ‘ i : :

Tor a time in 1903; he joined foreces with another pionecr en-—
thusiact namcd Jed Newkirk and organized the Yowa Automobile and
Supply Company, in Des iloincs. Jed owncd a soupcd--up Ford, so Fred
got hold of a Marion car which he rcbuilt and powcred with a four-
cylinder, overhcad-valve, air-cooled onginc of his owm modification.
The driving scat was a cylindrical gas tank and the car had no hood.
Four open, exhaust stacks faced downward, final drive was by chain
and the rcar of the car was an cmpty platform. Freod, however, was
so pleased with his crecation—-the first "Duecsenberg’ cver Lo run——
that he acccpted a match race with Newkirk's Ford,

The jousting took place over a five-mile coursc at a midwestern
fair ground and Fred crosscd the finish line 50 fect shcad of his rival,
His victory, though narrow, was cnough to give his confidence a big
boost. ;

It was Ducsenberg's contagious enthusiasm as much asg his mechani-
cal ingenuity that sold a Dcs iloines attorney namcd Mason on the idca
of financing his first venturc as an automobile builder. Thus, in
1904, the lMason Automobile Company was launched and Frcd named the
nocw car in honor of his backer.

The Hason was destined to achicve cnormous sucecess in racing,
but it was not until 1907 and many experiments latcr that Fred Duesen-
berg venturced onc of them in a full-scalc contest against cstablished
makes. Hc propared a two-cylinder machine of similar design to his
standard product, named it The Goat and Tor its first appecarcnce
chose, of all things, thc tough Hilwaukec twonty—four-hour racc,
run on Scptember 21 of that yecar, The driver was,of course Frecd
Ducsenberg, and the car cmbodicd cortain streamlining idcas that
couscd eycbrow-raising. Whatever Attorncy lason's misgivings, The
Goat acquitted itself valiantly. It ran without trouble for seven
hours becfore Fred hurtlcd through a fence and retired with a buoken
collarbone, *

Far from being discouraged, hc now kncw for certain whore his
vocation lay. Helped by brother August, he cmbarkcd on a norc am—
bitious four—cylinder design with. an overhead com, but abandoncd
it in favor of a new horizontal valve-in-hcad arrangement so cfficent
that it required little change for a dccade.

In 1910, F. L. Mayteg, president of the laytag Washing Machine
Company, bccame fascinatced with Fred's idcas and persuaded Iason to
scl]l out, The ncwly formed Mason-laytag Motor Company moved to
Waterloo, Iowa, in the fell of that year, but thc Ducscnberg brothers
didn't go with it. Thoy staycd in Dcs iloincs where Fred joined the
Scars Auto Company, selling Reo and llitchell cars and perfocting
his four-cylinder design. Alrcady, his vicws commanded so much in-
terost and respect in automobile circies that he was imvited to join
the Socicty of Automotive Enginecrs,



During the next four years, Duescenberg's star rose rapidly and his
fame burst like a firework display over thc astonished heads of en—
gincers and designers whose names were law in the industry. Well-
known drivers and outstanding beginncrs alike began handling Mason
cars powered by 230~cubic-inch four-cylinder Ducsenberg engines,
Among, them were Barney 0ldficld, Mortimer Roberts, Bddie Rickenbacker,
Willie Haupt and Henry Endicott., In 1912, Masons finished in the
money at Elgin, Algonquin and Milwaukec, winning the Pabst Bluec
Ribbon and Wisconsin trophics, Fred drove onc of his cars against a
fiecld of 450-cubic-inch machines, and his brilliant performance
tossed a lot of "ecstablished"thcories into the ash can,

Lee Oldfield, namesake of the famous Barney, enterod a lMason
in the Indianapoles 500 and failed to g ualify only bccausc of a
cracked cylinder block; ncxt year, Haupt took ninth place in the 500.
Rickenbacker, during 1913 and 1914, annexed thirty-four firsts,
seven seconds and fourtecn thirds in seventy-threc starts with Masons
and Ducsenbergs, Late in 1913, which incikentally was the ycar of
Fred's marriage to Ilse Denncy of Rummels, Iowa, thec Duescnberg
lMotor Company was formed in St, Paul, Minnesota, Under A.A.A,
rulcs, Fred was not allowed to race cars bearing his own name until
after the formation of the company, but in 1914, Rickenbacker finished
tenth at Indianapolis with a named Ducsenberg.

The four-cylinder, cight —valve enginc that made Duesenberg
famous in thce Unitod States and Burope was so different from anything
elsc at the time that it cvokes a strong nostalgic appcal for the
enthusiast, The overhcad valves were placed horizontally instead
of vertically and opcned directly into the cxplosion chamber. They
were operated bb Ywalking becams' with the lowcr onds becaring on camse.
These beams brought to mind a child's secsaw placed against the side
of the cylinder block, Whoen the lower end of the becam was pushed
outward by the cam, the upper cnd leancd inward against the pressure
of the valve spring and so opcncd the valve,

Two spark plugs fired by magnctos werce provided for cach cy=—
linder and a 60-pound flywhcel kcpt the crankshaft running smoothly
on its two massive bearings, The cylinders had a bore of 3 7/8
inches and a strokc of 5 inches, and the cngine decveloped 58 “huyla
at 2,300 revolutions—— a low specd by modern standards, The pis-—
ton ring was twice deccidedly unusual, There werc threc of them for
each piston, opecrating in thc samc groove, and the top ring was
twice thc width of the two below it, The car had a whecl basc of
104 in, and weighed 2,000 pounds complcte, The featurc that singled
out the Masons and carly Ducscnbergs at a glance was an air scoop
jutting forward and downward from thc radiator likc the visor of a
bascball cap,

When the World War broke out, Duescnberg cars had accumulated
victories at Corona and Los Angelcs, California, and numcrous plac—
ings at the Chicago Spccdwry and the Cincinnati and Omaha board
tracksl Frecd was just completing a side-line contract to build the
engine for Commodorc Pugh's Disturber IV, a powcrful racing boat



dum to mompcte in England for thc Harmsworth Trophy. For this at—
tempty he designed a spcecial twelve-—cylinder, 500-h.p. cngine that
cnabled the craft to attain a spccd of 62 m.p.h. in trials, brocak—
ing the milc-—a~-minutc rccord on watcr. The war stopped  the racc
and 1915 found Ducscnborg still in St. Paul, designing marine
engines for Lowe=Victor of Chicago and racing cngincs for him-
sclf, Somc of -the fingers of right hand had bocn mutilatcd bb a
machince and hc walked with a limp as the result of a driving ac-—
cident,; so that he was qualificd to stay home and harncss his
brlll¢b 4t mind to producing for war nccds.

This hc did with characteristic drive and onorgy; After a brief
amalgamation, with Lowe=Victor in Chicago, Ducscnberg formed andther
company invodving the samc management and moved to Elizabeth, New

Jersey, where he startecd in carncst to build marinc and aircraft

engines for military nccds. . These rangcd from small four—-cylinder
130-h.p., motors for Army vchicles, through six, cight and twclvo-.
cylinder in-linc cngincs within thg 500 h.pe. CTtb”Ofy<(llLG that of
the Disturbor IV), to giant V-16, 900-h.p. sircraft motors. In
addition, hc delivered more than 200 cngincs rated at 400 h.p.

to thc British, Italian and Russion navies., IHo also found timc
to scrve on the Standards Committce for acronautical and marine.
motors.,

When the war ended, Ducscnberg was again in financial troublc
and sold out to thc Willys Corporation. With fresh capatal,
Ducsenberg Brothers was formed as a subsidiary and Fred, hclpcd
by his brothcr August, once morc started building racing cars and
ongincs, .

The next five years probably were the most fruitful in his
life. In 1919, Fred ecxpcrimented with a rotary valve straighy-
cight that also had a rotary distributor, and followed this with a
variablc-—compression power unit ceapable of adjustment whilce run—
ning, DBut his ultimatc objecctive, conccived at the time of the
Armistice, alrcady was in view. Ho was getting rcady to build the
fincst and most advanced production automobilc yet offcred for salce in the
United States. Which is more or less whorc we came in, cxcept for
a number of important dotails. :

The first cight Model As werc built at the old plant at Eli-

zaboth, In thce summer of 1921, the factory was moved to a 16—
acrc sitc in Indianapolis. Meanwhilc, thc cuaormous amount of suc-

ssful racing crammcd bb Ducscnbergs into the postwar yscars scor-
vod partly as a preporatory period aimed at mechanical perfcction,
and partly to improvc the broed once the ncw car had been launched,
It was during this cra that Fred also cstablished himsclf not only
as a buildcr of automobilcs, but as an architcct of racing mcen.,
Tommy Milton, Jimmy Murphy, Harry Hartz, Petcr de Paolo, and Eddic
O'Donnell (Ducsenberg!s own mechanic) rockcted to fame at the wheel
of Ducscnberg cars, and as timc went on the list grew longer. Ired
had no cqual in picking racing duivers, but thc troublc was that
he never could kocp theme  As soon as he had a top-notch driver,



his man usually was tcken over at higher pay by somc rival manufacturcr
and Ducscnberg had to develop a new tcam. The mechanics who workcd

on his cars onc ycar oftcn drove thosc same cars thc ycar after;

then they were gonce, lured by big chocks.

The Ducscnbergs driven by Milton, D'Alcnc and O'Donncll in the
1919 Indieanapolis 500 all wcro forced to retirc, but othcr successcs
amply made up for this. In August that ycar, Milton won the 300-
Mile race at Blgin, Illinois, averaging T3.9 MeDebs; whilc Ducscn-
berg-cngined cars finished sccond,; fourth, apd £ifth,. Then; at
Shecpshead Bay, two Ducscnbergs handled by Dave Lewls end Jimmy
Murphy sct up ncw world rccords for 100 and 300 milcs in classes
from 161 to 450 cubic inchcs,

In 1920, Milton and Murphy finished third and fourth at Indiana~
polis, thcm first and sccond at Uniontown in Jume,with O'Donncll
and Fottcrman toking third and fourth places, also in Ducsecnborgs,
Following this, Tommy Milton scorcd anothcr victory in July, this
timc in the 225-Mile race at Tacoma, Washington., But cven that wasn't
cnough, On April 25 at Daytpna Beach he bowled over all the world
roccords from & half to five miles, sct up by Ralph de Palma in an
sirplanc—cngined Packard, Milton, driving a sixtccn-cylindcr
Ducsenberg, covercd the kilometer at 157,09 m.peh., and the milc at
156,04 m,p.h.——spccds that romained unbeaten for the next five ycars.
This car had two parallel straight-cight cngincs and two indcpendent
dircct-drive shafts, cach rotating onc rcar whecl. Therc was o
differential or gear box and the combincd cngines Yotaled 593.8
cubic inches, which was quitc a handful of machinecry for thc timc,

Jimmy Murphy, mcanwhile, took the opcning 250-Mile r=cc at
Los Angclecs Specedway in a Ducscnborg without making a single pit
stop. Hc averaged 103,2 me.p.h. on & ong—ond —a~quartcr-milc track
banked so stecoply that it required a specd of 80:mspsheto kecp
thc cars up., Murphy's performance went into history as onc of the
fincst oxhibitions of driving over scen, and incidentally won him
a $10,000 prizc.

During 1921 it was lfurphy again, whowc Ducscnberg ran away with
the French Grond Prix, followed by two other “Ducsics! in fourth
and sixth placcs.

At this timc, all the official Ducsenborg fogtory cars werc
powcred by straight-cight cngines but the good old four-cylinder
Ducscnbcrg jobs that still werc being nanufactured by the Rochester
Motors Corporation falthfully scrved many independent drivers,

Kurt Kitke ond Roscoc Soarlcs uscd them in the Roamer chassis, whilc
Tom Alley's Bendcr Special also borrowed Ducsenbirg hydraulic four-—
wheel brades., Ira Vaily another popular drivoer, handlcd a car
named the Philbrin that in reality was all Ducsenberg save for tho
ignition aftcr which it was namcd., At various times, infdiividual
drivers also handled Jordan, Crawford and Ogren chassis powcrod

by Ducscnberg ongincs in somec of the sprint cvents,
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Only two othcr men.in the racing business worc in the same
lcaguc with him as tcom managers, " They werc Harry Heartz yone of
his protcges, and Harry C. Stutz. Frcd was famous for his laconic
pit signals that consisted of thrcc handkcrchicfs Whitc mcant
"Hold your placc,” Bluc was for "Slow dowm,” and red for "Beat
that carl!¥ The red handkerchicf was' the most active.

According to August Ducscnberg, "Of all Fred's victorics, the
greatest in his owh mind was when Jow Boycr won at Indianaposis in
1924,% This was a crushing dcmonstrotion of Fred!'s ability to
rovisce higs team tactics at a moment's notice, to the dismay of his
opponcnts, {3 { ‘

Boycr was leading in ‘one of tho new supcrcharged straight-
cight Ducscnbergs conforming to the revised 122-cubic inch formula,
whon the supdrcharger quit. © The car was ablce to continuc,; but lost
so much spccd that all chance of victory faded., Without hesitation,
Ducscnberg put a relicf driver in the eripplced machine and moved
Boyor, a finc driver, into thc car handled by L. L. Corumy a far
less cxpericncced man who loy ‘Tiftcenth., With the race glrcady half
over, the chancos lboked proﬂty'slim, yot Boyor managed to wine
Nobody, of coursc, cxccpt Fred thought he could possibly catch the
lcaders,. ‘ : YL o o : '

Undoubtcdly, his happiostVyoars were spont at the Indianapolis
factory when he had achicved world fame and he was plaonning' further
conqucests, Though he duove coveryonc hard, his fricendly informality
madé him popular with the staff, Fred was ncver known"to losd his
temper, cven under cxtromc provocations, -If hé eaught a mcechanic
botching 2 job, which was scldem cnough, hc would slowly turn rcd,
shokc his manc of graoying hair and give vent to his:worst profanitys
UChrist, you can't do thati' - Whith'thosmc words, having said cvery-
thing, Fred would'limp indignantly away, climb on tho bicycle that
carricd him from onc cnd of the factory to the other, and pecdal
AWEY o '

By a coincidence, Frod Ducscnberg and Harry C. Stutz both took
twelve ycars to rcalizc their ambition of an Indianepolis win.
Stutz beogan in 1911 and made it in 1923, whilc Ducscnberg started
a. ycar later and scorcd his first win in 1924, rcpeating in '25
and '27.

When the Model J was announced, it created just as big a scn-
sation as its prcdeccssor. The piston displaccment of the straight—
cight enginc was incrcascd to 420 cubic inches and Fred designed
for it a thirty-two-valve, twin-ovorhcad camshaft hecad that was a
superb piceco of cngincering. The Model J had an out put of 265
h.p. with ducl carburetion. Thc wheel basc was incrcascd consider--
ably, offcring a choicc of 142 % and 153 % inches, much to thc joy
of custom coachbuildcrs. i ‘

The price also soarced to new heights, the lowest figurc
quotcd being $ 8,500 for the chassis alonc, All bodics were to



special ordcr. Nowerthcless, thc list of celcbritics who owncd
Ducsenbergs grew stcadily longer. Among them were the late Primce
Serge Mdivani, Marion Davics, Mayor Jimmy Walker of Ncw York, Eli-
zabeth Arden, King Alfonso of Spain, uccn Maric of Yugoslavia,
Paul Whitecman, Doris Duke, Tommy Manvillc, tap-dancer Bill Robin-
son, P. K. Wriglcy, Kcnneth Smith (then president of the Pepsodent
Company), Princc Nicolas of Rumania, King Victor Emmanucl of
Italy, Jow E, Brown, and many morc, Gary Gooper and Clark Gablec
had thc only two 125-inch-whcel-base Ducscnboergs ¢ver built. John
Warrcn Watson, with whom Fred spent the last cvening beforc his
accident; also was an cnthusiastic Ducscnberg owncr,

Finally in 1932, thc year after he quit racing for good, Ducscn—
berg climaxcd his lifc's work with the fabulous Modcl SJ, first
production car in thc Unitecd Statcs to be fitted with a superchar—
ger.s This was the car to cnd 2ll cars——the cpitomec of scicntific,
high-precision cnginccring, the brain child of Frcd's thirty ycars
of unrivalecd cxpericnec in building automobilcs,

The SJ had basically thc samce piston displaccment as the J,
and thc choicc of whecl base remaining unchanged, but the supcrchar-
ger made a world of differcnce to an alrcady high porformance, A
centrifugal sixtcen~blade blower was used, duiven by a train of -
auxiliary gcars halfway along the crankshaft and turning at six
timcs cnginc specd, although it rcmained quite silent in action,
At 4,000 r.p.ms, the blower built up cight pounds of boost, while
at the pcak of 4,750 r.p.m., thc power output jumped from 265 to
320 hep. with onc duel carburctor and closc to 400 h.,p., with two.
Resultant getaway and flexibility worce something to thrill the
most Jjadcd drivers,

But that wasn't all. Carrying o custom body and full road
cquipment, and averaging around 6,000 pounds in woight, thce SJ
was capablc of 104 m.p.h. in &gcond gcar and from 3 to 130 mep.h.
in high., It would accclerate through the gears from a standing start
to 100 m.p.h, in 17 scconds, a figurc that cven today is approached
by very fow supcersports Europcan machincs,

The standard enginc—turned instrumcent pancl of the SJ Duescn—
berg was in itsclf something to make the cnthusiast drool, It in-
cludecd not only a 5,000-r.p.m, tachomcter and a 150-m.p.h. spececd-
omcter, but also a split-second stop clock, altimctcr—baromcter
and brakc-pressurc gaugcl

As with the Model J, cach SJ body was built to the customer's
speccial order., The cost of this was additional, of coursc, to the
price of $11,750 for thc chassis,

The Arlington scdan, for cxample, with coachwork by Rollston
on the 153 é&inch wheel-basc car, had scparatc armchair scats for
sach passcnger and an intcrior panclced in two toncs of burlced wal-
nut with silver inlays. A rcar imstrument pancl was provided which,
in addition to a spccdomcter, fecatured a built—in sccond stop
clock, On othcr bodics, the upholstcry ranked from importcd broad-—



cloth bound with patent lcathor to tanncd goatskin, Dccp pilc car—
pcts of matching or contrasting color'woro fitted, and of coursc thec
the painting was donc éntirely by hand, "

The pricc for . such lux urious‘°ﬁrroundinv55 :Wcli anythingbfrom
$13, 500 (for tho Murphy, romdstcr) to $18,000 or morc, according to

“the trim, body stylo,_pulnt job and .pct 1dcas speccificd by the owner.

Fred Duoscnborg dlcd thrcp ycars too soon to sCC thy SJ achicve
the grvatcst triumph cver ‘scorcd by a car bearing his name. In
Scptomber, 1935, an 3J roadstur driven by Ab Jenkins sct up a ncw
world rccord of 135 47 m.p.h. average for twenty-four hours round
a ton-milc oval ncar Wendover, in Utfah's Groat. Salt Lake Dgscrt,
Jenkins took thc record from Brltlsa spcod king John Cobb,. whosc
spceially built 700-h.p. Japlor—cnglncd racing car had averaged.
134.85 m.p.he not long becfore. Futhurbd through its construction
by ”Auglc DuprnbOT the Ab Jenkins SJ modcl carricd a modificd
strcamlincd body, but had fenders, windshicld and all accessorics
and could normally bc uscd clong the highway. To allow timc for
gas and oil chccks and tire changes, Jenkins ran a good part of tho
timc at 150 m.p. h., und at onc point the AJA.A, tlmcd him. doing
160 m.p,he Tho aggrogate milcage of the Ducscnborg was 3,200
milcs, greatpr than the distanco botwe.n New York and Los Angnlos.

With the llquldatlon of the Cord intercsts in 1937, thc price
of uscd Ducscnbergs rosc steadily as thoy bbc“mu covcted spocimens
in the vintage collcections of wealthy wnthusiasts.. But their lifc
was by no mcans comfined to sitting in priva%c'showplacus. Today,
240 of thesc superb cars still arc in usc with cnthusiastic ownirs
who won't trade or scll them. It's an intercsting roflcction that
twonty-four Ducscnbergs at prescnt in usc arc in the hands of twenty-—
onc original owncrsi

"What so-called ﬂutomob*lo,’ ohc owmor asks, ‘can hold a can-
dlc to‘tho Ducscnberg in spcoed, roadability, rugﬁvducus, beauty,
finish and longevity?? In thesc times of rocking~horsc suspon—
shons, crank-handlc stecring, optimistic specdpmetcrs, and” bulbous
bodics made from cxquisitely thim sheot metal, that's & hard onc
to answcr,.

he first Modcl A Ducscnberg to lecabe the factory. was No.
1001, which went to a pineapplc grower in Honolulu., The last car,
J-586, was bought by the late Conkcy Whitchcad of Atlanta, a Coca~-
@ola heir, and now bcelongs to musician Cherles Kyner of Jackson
Heights, New York., Thosc arc cngine numbcers of production cars
completed and sold bofore the factory was colscd., Thoy do not cx-
cludc the possibility that onc or two additional uncomplcted
Ducscnbergs may have found their way into the hands of private
owncrs at a time subscquent to the closing of the New York branch.

Ten years later, in 1947, lovers of Ducscnbergs beard somu
hcartening ncwse. It was announced from Indianapolis that Marshall
Mcrkes, well-known Chi.rgo manufacturcr of brass productions,
had aquircd the remaining Ducscnberg cars and planncd to resume



building cars, Mcrkes revealed that he kad re-signed August Duc-—
scnberg to help design the now model. A group of Chicagoans werc
joining Mcrkes in financing the experimental work which wolild take
"aycar or so." As to specifications, Augic had this to says "The
car will have an cight—cylindcr enginc and probably the fucl-injoc-
tion typc of fucl feed in placc of the carburctor principle com-
mon in most cngincs." The bodicsy; hoe added, would be custombuilt
as in thc old days. The pricc was the only thing that chilled the
ardor of the Ducscnborg brigade. "The new Ducscnberg automobilc
con't possibly scll for lcss than $25,000," said the announcement,
fand will probably cost morc,®

At this timc, whatever the statc of the cxperimontal work,
the microscopic markct opon to a $25,000 automobilc may be causing
the sponsors somc scrious thought, But whother this gallant
attompt to rovive the old order cver comes to anything, thc namc
of Frcd Ducscnberg, Grand 01d Man of racing and builder of the
fincst, most luxurious cars cver scun on the Amcrican market, will
remain forcver on the scroll of automotive famc,

Pcerhaps the most apt and sincerc homage paid to Ducscenberg
was cngraved on a bronzc tablcet which the Contcst Board of the
A A A, presented to him in 1927. It rcads

"In apprecciation of Frcd 3. Ducscnberg. Racing is a crucible
in which havc been tested many of the fundamentals of automotive
cngincering found in proscnt—day automobiles. The race track
has becen the stockroom of idcas for cnginecrs of passcnger cars,
to which you have graciously surrcndcercd the keys.
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MEETTIG NOTICE

Nate: May 22,1969
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Regular mdnthly mecting- .Ernie Azary will speak on

balancing rods and othor enginc parts.

Scc you therce.
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