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The V-8 Caciillac - continued

Production for 1915 of 'rThe Sweetest Running Car in the Worldrl
topped 13,000 units, delivered in six body styles, of which the Type 5l
f,irnousine was the rnost popular. One outstandingly pleasant feature of
this car was the use of 'rbacked-off gearsrrthat elirninated the 'rclashing
of sharp-edged teethrr in the three-speed transrnission.

Frorn this period until L925, Cadillacrs list of firsts grew into the
rnost impressive of all such clairns rnade for a production autornobile.
The Caddy was first to introduce a cornplete electrical systern of cranking,
lighting and ignition (t912) ; first to regul.ate engine cooling by therrnostatic
rneans; first to nr-ranufacture a high-grade car in real quantity production
(1915) ; first in the U. S. to develop the V-type, high-speed, high-efficiency
power unit; first to introduce t,herrnostatic control of engine carburetion
(I9Zz); first to build inherent tralance in the V-B (1923); first with a
positive systern of crankcase ventilation on a quantity-built car (1925).

tsy 1p16, Cadillac standards required that more than 20,000
clearances be accurate to within one-thousandth of an inch; over 30,000
tolerances rneet the iirnits of two-thousandths of an inch; sorne 600
operations produce tolerances of only a quarter to a half-thousandth inch.
There was hardly a part of the car Lrut was subjected to the precision
standards of high-grade watch rnaking.

The Arrny, needi.ng a dependable staff car, decided on the Cad.i11ac
Type 55 Touring lv{ode1 after exhaustive tests on the Mexican border in
July 1!17. Several Caciillacs, r-1sed as guinea pigs, carne through with
flying colors. As a result, sorne 2,35A units of the Model 55 were supplied
for use in France by officers of the Arnerican Expeditionary Force during
W'orld trrtrar I. Not one rnechanical change was found necessary, the only
departure frorn standard being a coat of khaki-brown paint.

Further rvar contributions by Cadillac included the manufacture of
Liberty airplane engines and of 7rL57 V-8 Artillery tractor power units.
In additionn 1, 200 of the firrnrs ernployees donned uniforrn..

It was in 1917, too, that Henry M" Leland, designer of the first
Cadillac and founder of the cornpanyrs fortunes, resigned frorn presidency
of the Division. He continued active, however, in business and civic
affairs until his death in i932 at the ripe old age of eighty-one.

The following year (19I8) , Cadillacrs new Type 57 rnodel found a
recorcl 2ArZ85 custorners in spite of war cornrnitments and rnaterial
shortage s.
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The V-B Cadi.llac - continued

Sales for 1920 --- a healthy 1!,628 units ofthe Type 59 Cadillac ---
were only slightly less; but 19Zi saw a distinct production slurnp to only
5,250 cars, This was not caused L,y any tapering off in public dernand, but
resuLted soleJ"y from the concentration of all avaitrable effort into preparing
for manufacturing cars in the new Cadillac plant on CLark Avenue in Detroit.
At the tirne of its cornpletion, this was regarded as the worldts most modern
industrial plant. As proof of this, the corrlpany expanded its retail outlets
by opening branches in Detroit and Chicago, in preparation for the 1!ZZ output.

Four-wheel brakes appeared for the first time on the 1iZ4 Type 63
Cadillac, But the cornpanyts greatest irnprovement that year was the
introduction of the cornpensated crankshaft that cornpletely elirninated
vibration throughout the enginers speed range.

The wide selection of Duco exterior finishes, pioneered as standard
equiprnent on l$24 Cadillacs, proved very popular. The introduction of
two-tone bodywork, introduced that sarne year, was soon copied by others.
This evoked a public dernand for bright and bizarre color schemes which
quickly grew into a starnpede.

The industry in general had already taken on some 800 colors,
Fisher Bodies, which supplied Cadillac coachwork, was now faced with the
serious task of simplifying color cornbinations made possible by the new
pyroxilin finish. This was done by an analysis of the spectrur.rr, which broke
up the rainbow into its seven color phases --- red, yellow, orange, green,
b1ue, indigo and violet. And everyone of these hues supplied a group of
varying tints and shades. By sorting out the rroff colors, I' several thousand
possibilities were reduced to sorne 450, of which 150 definitely were un-
suitable for use on autornobiles. Incidentally, owing to dernand by Cadillac
and other passenger car Divisions of General Motors, the Fisher Body
Corporationsr output jurnped frorn 105,000 units in l914 to over half a
rnillion bodie s in 1924.

Probably the outstanding yeaT of this decade for the Cadillac Motor
Car Division was ],925, though not with specific reference to sales which
were a little over I?r 000 cars. The outstanding events were the intro-
duction of the Model 3L4 - - - a husky, luxurious autornobile frorn radiator
to spare wheel --- and the decision to launch a five million dollar expansion
prograrrl designed to cope with the ever-increasing dernand for the unique
Cadillac products where dependability rated before dollars and price was
subordinated to the ideal of a constant striving for perfection.

Editorr s Note:

It is believed that this inforrnation --- which could be ca1led'rThe
Developing Years of the Cadillac V-B'r --- will be of special interest to
local rnernbers since a lr,{odel 55, i9i7 V-8 Cadillac lirnousine, is owned
by Dennis McCann.
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Thurs., Z3 February

8 * 1Z March

I - 9 April

7 - B April
Show in Huntsville

! April

April

April

4 May

19-ZlMay

26 - ZB lvlay

L9 - 20 August

26 August

Septernber

28 October

REMINDER:

TIP:

WANTED:

1967 CAL,ENDAtri CF EVENTS

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING... tirne - 7 p.rrt.,
place - Dr. Bec::aftrs office, 400 W. Clinton Ave.,
Huntsville, Alatrarna

1?th Annual National Autorarna, Connecticut State
Arrnory, Hartford, Connecticut

l lth Annual New York Autornobile Show, Coliseum,
N" Y.

Antique car and fashion shorv at Dunnavantr s Ma11'
Huntsville, Alabarna

Kyara Region Znd Annual Swap Meet, Ky. Fair and
Exposition Center, Louisville, Ky.

Jackson, Tennessee Annual Meet; exact date to be
annou.nced.

Tri-Regional Swap Meet has been tentatively scheduled
at Manchester, Tenn. I exact date to be announced.

Huntsville, Governrnent Ernployees Exchange Grand
Opening - old car show or display.

Gatl.inburg, Tenn. , Central Division National Spring
Meet.

Southeastern National Spring Meet, Fort Lauderdale,
Florida.

Mid-Tennessee Annual Picnic, Nashville, Tennessee

Hospitality lr.4eet, Fluntsville, Alabarna

Red Boiling Springs

Anniral fair and o1d car show arrd parade, Ha1eyville,
Alaharna

A11 rnernbers should vote on the slate of national
directors in the current election.

Watch the Untouchablesl Antiques and classics!

Please contact new rrlernbers Stewart, Thornpson, and
Ho11y if you have a lead on any of the following cars:
t32 -t36 Fords, Model rrArsrr, and early classics
t30 - t37.

One set (4, two rear and two front) of 30 x 3-L12",
straight side clincher rirn, Model 'rTrt Ford wheels
by Doc Becraft.
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LEAD:

Page B

1967 Calendar of

FOR SALE:

Events - continued

rZ9 Chevrolet, two-door sed.an, original equiprnent,
everything except front burnper _ price: $:OO.Mr. L. C. Love, P. O. Box I OLSZ, Jackson,
Mississippi, Phone : 366-4639.

GMC Trucft, ideal to pull traile::. Contact
Eugene George.
l3l Model rrAtr Ford., Z-door, Huntland, Tennessee
Contact Don Huffine regarding t 27 ,T rr touring, r'T, open
cab truck, and r33 Ford sed.an.

LOST (OR One-half of a Flying Lady ornarnent radiator cap fortsORROWED) Rols-Royce; Bill Sefton sez' he1p, please.

cut along this line

---NOTICE---

Please cornplete the following forrn with information about your farnily and yourcar(s) . This inforrnation will be used to print our 1967 ROSTER OF MEMBERS ___NORTH ALABAMA REGroN. 'we need an up-to-date record of rnernbers and their cars.

cornplete and rnail to p. o. Box r255, Huntsville, Alabama.

NAME ADDRESS
WIFE ' S

PFIONT

NAME

NO.

CITY AND STATE

ZIP CODE

YEAR MAIiE BODY STYLE C ONDITION

Note: List your cars in order of oldest first and give brief (2
stage of condition. Deadline for getting in roster is: Irf you need rnore space use the back of this sheet or fil1forrn.

- 3 words)
March 1967.
out sirnilar

BE AN INFORMED MEMBER - ATTEND THE NEXT MEETING:JI

(Deadline for all arivertisements, articles, or contributions is the lgthof the rnonth. )
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