
e@^9

AlrrTO
AN*{:fltQTIAlRltA}-

}S]E\MS

m
\\(

n
W,?

NORTH ALABAMA
A.A.C.A.

REGION

FEBRUARY 1967



!!
!t
IIr
IIr!!!
r
r
r
r
t
r
r

AUTO ANTIQUARIAN NEWS

vol,. 4, NO. ZA

Cffic e r s

Regional Di-rector Bill Ashby
Assistant Director Bill Hayle

Februa ry L9 67

Pre sident Ken Kirby
Vice President DaIe Crites
Secretary and

T reasurer Jirnrny Kimzey

Editorial Addre s s:
P. O. Box L255
Huntsville, Alabarna 35807
Phone 881-9611

Club Secretary Addre s s:
P. O. Box L255
Huntsville, Alabama
Phone 88 I -5OS t

Official Rrblication of the North Alabarna Region, Antique Auto-
rnobile Club of Arnerica, Inc.

Tennessee Valley Chapter Officers

Sec retary
T reasure r

Bud Congdon
Ken Barry

Board of Director s

Don Huffine
I)ennis McCann
Bill Sprigg s

Ken Kirby

R"j: gional Mernber shj.p Cornrnitte e

Don Pryor
Phil Garnbrell
*{<* *++*****+* +*4<*** *>k**<+ +*+**+**{<*{<+**+ir ++*+*+ *{.*** *+**rF* ***+d<+++{.+rs** **+***** **** *d.*.

PUBLICATION STAFF CONTENTS Page

z
z

3

6

(

8

Art and Layout Bill Caldwell

Doc Bec r aft

)i(*>r**>.k* **,k* tF********{.*+**+***>F+{.8+* ***** ****+*********4.**.*{<* *+i<+ tF**{.*i<******+*+***+**

This rnonths technical contribution by Herrn Gierow, entitledrrFord
Fix and Factsrtrshould prove useful not only for rrTtr restorers, but
other.s as rveIl,

Edit o r
As s oc iate

M ailing
'W"ant Ads

Bill Spriggs
Torn Holley

Bud Congdon
Dennis McCann

Meeting News
Club News
The V-B Cadillac

re searched by: Bill SPriggs
Ford F-ix and Facts

by, Herrn Gierow
L967 Calendar of Events
Ads, Leads, and other

Inf orrnation

AACA Reporter Ed Zogg
Sickne s s and

I)istre s s



Page 2

MEETING NEWS

In spite of the torrential rain, a large number of mernbers turned
out for the last rneeting on 26 January. Don Pryor and Phil Garnbrell
were appointed as the Regional Mernbership Cornrnittee. -Other appoint-
rnents included the Rrblications Staff (see page one) , Welcornes were
extended to Ed Gannaway (t30 rrArr ccupe) and Bob Harraway (t30 nA'r
coupe) who carrre as visitors and lpft as rnernbers.

Jerry Peoplesr and John Mas seyt s detailed suggestions for a
Flospitality Meet, having been reproduced in quantity, were pas sed around.
at the rneeting for brief discussion. Bill Ashby asked rnernbers to consider
the ideas presented since we should start early to prepare for our Meet.
Certainly, it would appear, that Jerry and John spent tirne on developing
a thought-provoking plan that rnight well serve as the basis or groundwork
for our next meet in August.

The rnernt,ership voted to accept the recorrlrrrendations of Doc
Becraft, Erne st Azary, Don Pryor, and BiIl Spriggs, regarding the
purchase of a trailer as a club project. This appointed cornrnittee viewed
the trailer after the rneeting and decided to recornmend against its purchase.

The tnernbership was in general agreernent to support the East
Tennessee Region in their sponsorship of The National Spring Meet, A. A. C. A.
Central Division, tc be held L9 -20 May in Gatlinburgr Tennessee.

Bud Congdorr was corrrrnended for developing a new rrrelr].bership and
rnailing roster. We!ve grown rather fast, especially this last yeaT, and
have also lost rnernbers to other regions; hence, Budt s task was no srna1l
feat. By the way, Bud reports 9l rnernbers. Would you believe 100
rnernbers soonl In order to be cornpJ-etely accurate and up-to-d.ate,
I3ud is asking all rnembers to cornplete the forrn on the last page of this
issue. This shoulcl be rnailed by I March 196Zr or, better still, bring
it to the February m.eeting.

{, J, J,

CLUB NEWS

Jirn Beal has suggested a garage tour of cars under restoration.
I vote ye s for such an interesting and educational tour. Anyone else ?
Incidentally, Jirn is doing a great deal of cross-country travelling these
days and has volunteered to bring back rnuch need.ed (but srnall) iterns for
clas sic s frorn the 'f Clas sic Yard" in Lo s Angele s. Be st wishe s to Jack
Stewart in restoring his recent acquisition; a IgLg Model ilT il Ford
roadster ,- - - all the way frorrr Chickasaw, Oklahornaj Bill Sefton is
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Club News - continued

re-assemblying his l9I3 Model rrTrr Ford and plans to be ready for
surnrner motoring. Doc Bec raft reports he has given top priority to
restoring his 1910 HuPmobile.

Mernbers and their farnilies are invited to participate in the fashion
shows to be he1d. on Friday evening, 7 April, and Saturday afternoon'
8 April , dt Dunnavantt s Mall. This should prove to be as interesting
(rnaybe rnore interesting) than the display of cars! Let us all be in this
one even the kiddiest A11 interested in participating are invited to
a rneeting at Beverly Ashbyts horne on 13 March at 7:30 p. rn. at 23ZZ

Poinciana S, IM. r tele phone 536 - I 04 I .

200, YES|! Two hundred beautiful color slide s of rrour " National
Meet will be shown at the next regular rneeting. This is an entirely
Itnewtr set of pictures not seen before by the rnernbership. Do not rniss
it; this should be interesting to all. (And who knows, You rnay be in the
picture too" Hope Houston 'Wright will bring the slide of the L9LZ Ford
we all adrnired so rnuch! )

J, J, J,7f ,f 7f

THE V.8 CADILLAC 1.915

Pioneer of the Mas s - Produced V- 8

Engine, This Car 'Was a Prizewinner
Frorn the Start -

With the advent of the V- 8 Cadillac, fir st introduced in October L9 L4,

this rornantic sounding autornobile carrle to represent not only the yardstick
by which the accuracy of Arnerican manufacturing methods were gauged in
the autornotive industry, but also becarne the syrnbol of srnooth and luxurious
travel. The 90" V-8 engine was not in itself new; rrlany autornobile rnanu-
facturers had tried it before, but none had put the care, forethought and
exactitude of detail into their designs felt necessary by Cadillac engineers.
Flence, no V-B had, until then, turned out a practical succe s s in quantity
rnanufacture. Already the Cadillac (which derived its narne froffr an
adventurous Frenchrnan, the Sieur d.e la Mothe Cadillac, founder of Detroit) ,

had twice won the irnportant British Dewar prize: for interchangeability of
parts in 19 Og and for f rthe greate st advance in automobile constructionrt
(tfre introduction of tlr.e electric starter as standard equiprnent) in 19LZ.

Now, frorn L!15 on, when production of the new V-8 got into its
stride, the basic design, rneasurements and capacity of this farnous
engine rernained unchanged for the next LZ years.
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The V-8 Cadillac continued

Production for 1915 of 'rThe Sweetest Running Car in the World'r
topped 13,000 units, delj.vered in six body styles, of which the Type 51

Lirnousine was the rnost popular. One outstandingly pleasant feature of
this car was the use of 'tbacked-off gearsrithat elirninated the 'fclashing
of sharp-edged teethil in the three-speed transrnissi.on.

Frorn this period until L925, Cadillacrs list of firsts grew into the
rnost irnpressive of a.11 such clairns rnad"e for a production autornobile.
The Caddy was fir st to introduce a complete electrical systern of cranJcing,
lighting and ignition (1912); ftrst to regulate engine cooling by therrnostatic
rrleans; first to rnanufacture a high-grade car in real quantity production
(tqf 5) ; first in the lJ. S. to develop the V-type, high-speed, high-efficiency
power unit; first to introduce therrnostatic control of engine carburetion
(l9ZZ); frrst to build inherent balance in the V-8 (L923); first with a
positive systern of crankcase ventilation on a quantity-built car (1925).

tsy 1916, Cadillac standards required that rnore than Z0' 000
clearances be accurate to within one-thousandth of an inch; over 30' 000
tolerances nleet ttre lirnits of two-thousandths of an inch; sorr:te 600
operations prod-uce toLerances of only a quarter to a half-thousandth inch.
There was hardl)r a part of the car but was subjected to the precision
standards of high-grade watch rnaking

Tfie Arrnyr needing a dependable staff car, decided on the Cadillac
Type 55 Touring h,{odel after exhaustive tests on the Mexican border in
July 191?. Several Cadillacs, used as guinea pigs, carne through with
flying colors. As a result, sorne 2r 350 units of the Model 55 were supplied
for use in Fr:ance by officers of the Arnerican Expeditionary Force during
World 'W'ar I. Not one rnechanical change was found necessary, the only
departure frorn stanCard being a coat of khaki-brown paint.

Further war contributions by Cadillac included the rnanufacture of
Liberty airplane engines and of I , L57 V-8 Artillery tractor power units.
In addition, 1r 200 of the firrnls ernptroyees dotrned uniforrrl.

It was in L91,7, too, that Henry M. Leland, de signer of the first
Cadillac and founder of the con'rpanyts fortunes, resigned frofiI presidency
of the Division" He continued active, however, in busine s s and civic
affairs until- his death in L93Z at the ripe old age of eighty-one.

The following year (1918) , Cadillacrs new Type 57 rnodel found a
record" 20,285 custorners in spite of war commitrnents and rnaterial
shortage s.
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The V- I CadilLac continued

Sales for L|ZA a healthy 19,628 units of the Type 59 Cadillac
were only slightly less; but L)ZL saw a distinct production slump to only
51250 cars. This was not caused by any tapering off in public demand., but
resulted solely frorn the concentration of all available effort into preparing
for rnanuf,acturing cars in the new Cadillac plant on Clark Avenue in Detroit.
At the tirne of its cornpletion, this was regarded as the worldrs rnost rnodern
industrial p1ant. As proof of this, the cornpany expanded its retail outlets
by opening branches in Detroit and Chicago, in preparation for the L9ZZ output.

Four -wheel brake s appeared for the fir st tirne on the l9Z4 Type 5 3

Cadillac. But the cornpanyt s greate st improvernent that year was the
introduction of the corrlpensated crankshaft that cornpletely eliminated
vibration throughout the enginer s speed range.

The wide selection of Duco exterior finishes, pioneered as standard
equiprnent on 1924 Cadillac s, proved very popular. The introduction of
two*tone bodywork, introduced that sarne year, was soon copied by others.
This evoked a public dema.nd for bright and blzarre color schernes which
quickly grew into a starnpede.

The industry in general had already taken on solTle 800 colors,
Fisher Bodies, which supplied Cadillac coachwork, was now faced with the
serious task of sirnplifying color combinations rnade possible by the new
pyroxilin finish. This was done by an analysis of the spectrurrr, which broke
up the rainbow into its seven color phases red, yellow, oranger green,
blue, indigo and violet. And everyone of these hues supplied a group of
varying tints arrd shades. By "orting out the 'toff colorsrrrseveral thousand
possibilities were reduced to sorrle 450, of which I50 definitely were un-
suitable for use on autornobile s. Incidentally, owing to dernand by Cadillac
and other pas senger car Divisions of General Motors, the Fisher Body
Corporationst output jurnped frorn 105,000 units in 19L4 to over half a
rnillion bociie s in L9Z4

Probably the outstandirrg year of this decade for the Cadillac Motor
Car Division was 1925, though not with specific reference to sales which
were a littIe over 17r 000 cars. The outstanding events were the intro-
duction of the Model 3I4 a husky, luxurious autornobile frorn radiator
to spare wheel and the decision to l-aunch a five rnillion dollar expansion
prograrn clesigned to cope with the ever-increasing dernand for the unique
Cadillac products where de pendability rated before dollar s and price was
subordinated to the ideal of a constant striving for perfection.

Editort s Note:
. It is believed that this inforrnation --- which could be called'tThe

Developing Years of the Cadillac V-8rr will be of special interest to
1oca1rnernberssinceaMode155,L9I7V-8Cadi1].a"@isowned
by Dennis Mccann' n--A_,o-azt-. W-(t gnzea^*?rycs*a+Ll' 
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F'ORD I'iX AND FAC I S
i'{ernl { rierorv

In re stori.t"ig nr) I 9.Zt iviodel T tourilrg i

har-e pickecl ltp a lerv intc restillg iact s

regarding tire histor; of the lv{odel 'l' as

well as sollle teci'r-riqr-re s u'lti cir rvill rrrake

restoratiorts easier for otilers. l'Lris
section, rr,'i.ic li i lrope to rvrite ior a

shortperiodn w'ill c'.lntait-t "facts" alrcl
rr fix, inforrnatiotl wltich I h.ave obtained
from friendso nlaF,azittes, artcl old or
reprintecl. arrto t-rranuals. l rvorrld like
to appeal to othe r n-Ientber s rviro pc)sst'ss

knowledge rega.rding antiqr're re str)ratioll
for their ideas u-lri.- lr cor.lld be shared
with their iellorv nrerrtl.rers.

'trhis rnotrth s "fix'' is c-o]1 c'crtred rvith
replating, all opclration reqrlired for zi11

r('storatitttrs. -l'llt' actual ('-\Pense tll
plating is ttot largen t-'rrt the labor
requirecl to prepar('aJ) lterrl is u'llat
greatly i:tcreases the to1al t:tlst of

replating. I irar''e iorutd tlrat u'ith a

br.rffing wheel and r arior'ts graclers o1'

conrpouncls alrilost all part s catr be

readied b1' ttie a\ erag,c) restorer"
The first step is iisrtall'r'the rettroval

EAEffi
rUA//Y+

P4q5r/€ Fft/L- <"

o *QAre/uEF

rrt'ecl ttot bt-' er t liclre lt 11rt' el€rctrcliY sis
approacli clesc ribed allcl iilr'rstratecl
br:1ou' is enrploveri. I'irst a Jlorl-
metallic t'rttrtairter s1-1L.h as a plastic
pail or 1're ezt)r' t olrt ainelr si.rorild i-'e
c;btainecl. -l'he elec t rodes ('all be a
piec:e of coppe r trrbirrg atld a lengtli of

#l 0 coppe,r u'ire- to u'lrrc ir tire artrt le
can l-re: easilV attat ltt'cl, ihese are
held iu at'r elee t rolt'tic solution b;'
irrserting tlrerlt tlirortglr ]roles drillecl
in a piece of lrtrtttrer. 'f ire electroli"tt'
is a dilrrt.e solr.ltiort o1 lr1'droc'irlt-rric
tnrtlriatit aticl cotrtairrilrg 4-t; parts
of u-att'r to t-r.ttt pat'l .r1 at icl, CAt. i'i'JN:
!\'lrerri rrri:lilrg, a1.,l''ar s zrcl d Acici ttr

Wate r" Ali east lt-tt'tiiocl t.l ('ollllect
l-m" ".ell" 1t-l a lritttt'rr is rr"it]r a

c'cruple (/t patt 1-r i;rbles trraclt' rtp t-r.l

lanrp c:ord atrd alligat()l' ('lips. I tr

r()rtr()\'c tire' oicl pl.itirrg tlle e''1ec trodt'

,ioineci to tiit'ar1ic-lt: slr<>uld be collnected
to the pc,sitive l;atterl'terrninal arrd

the cc)ppr)r tubi-trg t() a negatir e portion
ol the batterl. 'J-o pre\ ent pitting o1

tire artic'1o ()llt) shorrlci tlot start by'

irrrposing 1 I I olt s o.tr tltt' svstertr. A

sirrrpl() rlretilod oi' ot.rtainirrg a redrtced
r oltage s()ltrct: is to c'orltatt the
negati\ e tr:rnrilral oI an incliliclrral
cell u'ithin the batterr'. 'I his catr be

erasily'ac("()rrrpiislle'cl ilv atl awl as

shorvn rvit littrrt any r t: srtlt arrt batter y

clarrrage. T'1re: prope r r oitage u,'il1 be

depencient rtpon tiie st rengtlr of the:

f/fcfnCLyfE acicl solution. The
platirrg will be

.ffiTTfnf rt'rnor"ed in

AWL- /N Z loLJ
rcs/r/oN
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T967 CALENDAR OT" TVENTS

Thurs. , 23 February REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING . . . tirne - 7 p. m. ,
place - Dr. Becraftrs office, 400 W. Clinton Ave.,
Huntsville, Alabarna

8 - 12 March 17th Annual National Autorarna, Connecticut State
Armory, Hart{ord, Connecticut

I - ! April llth Annual New York Autornobile Show' Coliseum,
N. Y.

? - 8 April Antique car and fashion show at Dunnavantr s Mall,
Show in Huntsville Huntsville, Alabama

! April Kyara Region Znd Annual Swap Meet, Ky. Fair and
Exposition Center,'Louisville, Ky.

April Jackson, Tennessee Annual Meet; exact date to be
announced.

April Tri-Regional Swap Meet has been tentatively scheduled
at Manchester, Tenn.; exact date to be announced.

4 May Huntsville, Governrnent Employees Exchange Grand
Opening - old car show or display.

l) - 2L May Gatlinburg, Tenn. , Central Division National Spring
M eet.

26 - ZB May Southeastern National Spring Meet, Fort Lauderdale,
Florida.

19 - 20 August Mid-Tennessee AnnuaL Picnic, Nashville' Tennessee

26 August Hospitality Meet, Huntsville, Alabarna

September Red Boiling Springs

28 October Annual fair and old car show arrd parade, Haleyville'
Alabama

REMINDER: A11 rnernbers should vote on the slate of nationaL
directors in the current election.

TIP: Watch the Untouchable s! Antiques and classicsl

WANTED: Please contact new mernbers Stewart, Thornpson, and
Hol1y if you have a lead on any of the following cars:
t32 -136 Fords, Model rrArsrr, and early classics
r30 - r37.

' One set (4, two rear and two front) of 3O x 3-llztt,
straight side clincher rim, Model rrTrr Ford wheels
by Doc Bec raft.
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L967 Calendar of

;

FOR SALE:

LEAD:

LOST (OR
BORROWED)

Events - c ontinued

t29 chevrolet, two- door sedan, original equiprnent,
everything except front burnper - Price: $ 3 00.
Mr. L. C. Love, P. O. Box I0L5Z, Jackson,
Mississippi, Phone." 366-4639.

GMC Truck, ideal to pull trailer. Contact
Eugene George.
l3l Model trArr Ford, 2 -door, Huntland, Tennessee

Contact Don Huffine regar ding t 27 'rT 
rr touring, "Trt open

cab truck, and r33 Ford sedan.

One-half of a Flying Lady ornament radiator cap for
Rolls -Royce; Bill Sefton sezt he1p, please.

*** ********tir*tr *** ** *****t ******* **{.*****. ******d.***,:<*******t<******** ****f*********

cut along this line

NOTICE- -

P1ease complete the following forrn with information about your farnily an6 your
car(s) . This inforrnation wili be used to print our l96Z ROSTER OF MEMBERS ___
NORTH ALABAMA REGION. We need an up-to-date record of rnernbers and their cars.

Cornplete and rnail to P. O. Box 1255, HuntsvilJ.e, Alabarna.

NAME ADDRESS

WIFEIS NAME

PHONE NO.

CITY AND STATE

ZIP CODE

YEAR MAIIE BODY STYI,E

Note: List your cars in order of oldest first and give brief
stage of condition. Deadline for getting in roster is:
If you need filore space use the back of this sheet or
forrn.

CONDITION
J.

2.

3.

(z
I

fill

- 3 words)
March L967.
out sirnilar

tr***** ****+ 8{.***t *rF d. * x< +*( * * * ** rr ***+*tF** *****+**++ *****4<** ****+* ** ** * * ** ** * *,:<* ** **

BE.AN INFORMED MEMBER - ATTEND THE NEXT MEETII{TG!:!
* *+**tF** **tr******+************************* **':(+**>k******************************

(Dead1ine for all advertisernents, articles, or contributions is the lOth
of the rnonth. )
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